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€ EDITORIAL NOTES AND COMMENTS. @) 


©) HEN the Editor of this maga- 
zine preaches at Christ's Mis- 
sion or elsewhere during the summer he 
always prays for the conversion of the 
Roman Catholics. We know that many 
of our readers do the same, and their 
prayers are answered in many convers- 
ions. Last month it was our privilege 
to hear Mr. Moody at Northfield, Massa- 
chusetts, and listen to several discourses 
by him on prayer. Our prayers are vot 
always answered immediately, but if of- 
fered in a pure spirit they will be an- 
swered some time. Moses’ prayer to 
enter the promised land was not answer 
ed until after many years when he stood 
upon the mount of transfiguration with 
Jesus. The prayers of all who came to 
Jesus when He was upon the earth were 
not answered at once, though it is wor- 
thy of note that all who asked Him for 
forgiveness of sin or, like Mary who 
washed His feet with her tears, showed 
their repentance and faith in Him were 
immediately answered. ‘‘ Thy sins are 
forgiven thee. Go in peace.’’ 

God answers prayer in His own good 
time, and though we may know not the 
day nor the hour, our duty is to continue 
fervent in prayer. Our readers who do 
not think of praying for the Roman Ca- 





tholics have abundant evidence in the 
pages of this magazine every month that 
those people can be converted. 





The Gospel Better Than a Club. 

Doubtless there are some persons who 
do not believe that Catholics can be con- 
verted. They are ignorant of the history 
of the Reformation and they take no 
note of the present time. We heard of 
one such person when we were holding 
evangelistic meetings in some years 
ago. He occupied the chair at a 
meeting of sturdy Protestants when one 
of the members, a good Christian man, 
suggested that an opportunity should be 
given to those present to subscribe fo: 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 

‘‘It is a good magazine,’’ said the 
member. ‘‘It is one of the best publi- 
cations of the day on the questions at is- 
sue between Protestantism and Roman- 
ism. Every Protestant who reads it is 
strengthened in his faith, and many Ro- 
man Catholics have been converted into 
good citizens and good Christians by its 
perusal. While taking the Protestant 
and patriotic side on every subject that 
comes up for discussion, it is specially 
designed for the enlightenment and con- 
version of Roman Catholics. 


’ 


As Pro- 
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testants, whose fathers were delivered 
from the bondage and superstitions of 
Rome([the speaker was an Englist man], 
we ought to lend a hand in converting 
the Roman Catholics of our generation. 
It is good to oppose them on_ patriotic 
lines, but it is also good to convert them 
and bring them to our side on all vital 
questions. said the 
gentleman in closing his speech, ‘‘ that 
we subscribe ‘or copies of THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC for our own use and 
to pass around among our Roman Ca 
tholic neighbors and shop mates. Many 
of them will be converted by reading it.’’ 

‘* Hold on,’’ cried the chairman, ‘‘do 
I understand that the object of this 
magazine is to convert the Catholics? ’”’ 

‘* It is,’’ said the gentleman. 

‘* Well, I will not subscribe for it, 
said the chairman, with energy, ‘‘ nor 
will I put the motion to the meeting. 
But if any one makes a motion to sub- 
scribe for clubs to knock their heads off 
I will put my name down immediately.’’ 
3ut 
there are many careless Protestants who 
do not take any interest in the convers- 
ion of the Pope’s followers. Such per- 
sons do not read THE CONVERTED Ca- 
THOLIC and will not subscribe for it. If 
they had read some copies of it we have 
no doubt they would be converted, in 
every sense of the word. 


Therefore I move,”’ 


9” 


Of course this is an extreme case 





The Same Roman Beliefs Everywhere. 


The great coz.ventions of the young 
people of the various denominations— 
Christian Endeavor, Epworth League 
and Baptist Union, ete.—-will by and by 
take up the subject of the evangelization 
of the Roman Catholics in the United 
States with as much zeal and energy as 
they discuss the spiritual needs of the 
Roman Catholics in other lands. The 
same faith, or rather lack of faith, the 
same superstitions, the same sacramen- 
tarianism and dependence upon the 
priests for salvation, the same worship 





of the Virgin Mary and saints (‘‘I wor- 
ship thee, O Mary,’’ says Alphonsus 
Liguori), the same faith in purgatory, 
the same belief in the infallibility of the 
Pope, and all the other doctrines of Ro- 
manism that are inculcated in Papal 
countries are taught_and accepted’as di- 
vine truths by Roman’ Catholics in the 
United States. 





Doing Penance for Sin. 


Our Saviour said (Luke xiii. 3), 
‘* Except ye repent, ye shall all perish.”’ 
The Roman Catholic Bible translates 
those words of our Lord, ‘‘ Except ye do 
penance,’’ and the priests teach the pec- 
ple to do penance for their sins. How 
the benighted foliowers of the priests 
‘‘do penance’’ is told in the following 
dispatch that appeared in all the daily 
papers last month. Our clipping is 
from the New York //erald : 

CINCINNATI, OHIO, July 21, 1895.—Miss Nellie 
Thomas, 21 years old, is employed as a servant at 
the Convent of the House of the Good Shepherd. 
She is an orphan, and has been in the convent for 
two years. She complained yesterday morning of 
being ill. The Sisters did what they could to re- 
lieve her pains, but without success. She grew 
wo'se, and it was thought advisable to call in a 
physician. The doctor examined the gir) careful- 
ly, but could not diagnose her case. Just before 
‘eaving her bedside, however, he saw her uncover- 
ed foot. bottom. 
There lay the secret of the trouble which Miss 
Thomas had tried to conceal. 


There was a big lump on the 


The physician got 
out his scalpel, lanced the foot and drew out a big 
brass pin. Further examination and further use 
of the surgeon’s knife discovered forty more pins 
embedded in her legs. 

Miss Thomas was made to tell why they were 
there. She reluctantly told that every time she 
had committed a sin she had broken the head off 
of a pin and had driven it into her flesh as a pen- 
ance. She is ina precarious condition to-night. 
The doctors think 
there is about a hundred more pins embedded in 
other parts of her flesh. 

Every time she had committed a sin 
she had driven a pin into her flesh as a 
penance. That poor girl never heard 
that her sins'could be forgiven by faith 
in the blood of Christ, nor did the nuns 


in the convent learn that elementary 


and her recovery is doubtful. 
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truth ofthe Christian life. ‘‘ Go ye in- 
to all the world and preach the Gospel 
to every creature’’ ought to include 
Nellie Thomas and millions like her in 
our great Republic. 





Excommunicating Thousands of Catholics. 


The Roman Catholic bishops, one by 
one, are promulgating the order from 
Rome forbidding Roman Catholics to 
become members of the Knights of Pyth- 
ias and other benevolent societies, the 
officers of which are Protestants, and 
commanding their ‘‘ subjects’’ who are 
now members of those societies to with- 
draw from them under penalty of excom- 
munication and eternal damnation. The 
following dispatch appeared in all the 
daily papers last month : 

Cuicaco, July 15.—atholic members of the 
Knights of Pythias, Odd Fellows and Sons of 
Temperance were authoritatively placed under 
the ban of the Roman Catholic Church by a pub- 
lished order which went into effect yesterday, and 
was read from all the pulpits of that Church in this 
liocese. It affects about 8,000 Knights of Pythias 
and several thousand Odd Fellows and Sons of 
Temperance. 

In many cities Catholics refuse to 
withdraw from the societies, and bid de- 
fiance to the Pope and bishops. If the 
Christian members of those societies will 
tell the story of Jesus and His love and 
the way of salvation through Him alone 
to their Catholic fellow members, they 
will do more for their temporal and eter- 
nal welfare and bestow a greater blessing 
upon them than could possibly come to 
them from the benevolent features of 
their associations. And the bearers of 
the ‘* Good News’’ will be happier and 
better men for having led their Catholic 
brothers to a knowledge of the truth as 
itisin Jesus. The excommunications 
and curses of the popes and priests have 
been blessings to all nations and indi- 
viduals. That is the lesson of history. 
Indeed, it may be accepted as an axiom 
that ‘‘Whom the Pope curses God 
blesses.’’ 


Intelligent Roman Catholics in this 
country do not believe in the Pope's 
power to shut them out of heaven, but 
neither do they know the way to heaven 
except through the Papal teaching. 
Tell them the Bible way, and many of 
them will follow it and accept Christ as 
their Saviour. 





A Distinguished Converted Catholic. 

The New York Christian Advocate, 
July 25, 1895, had a great editorial four 
columns in length entitled ‘*‘ An Educa- 
tional Panorama,’’ in which the work of 
the great universities and colleges of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church were ap- 
preciatingly reviewed. The closing 
paragraph in the panorama refers to 
Pennington Seminary, New Jersey, of 
which the Rev. Thomas Hanlon, 
D.D., LL. D., is president. This year 
the celebration of the twenty-fifth anni- 
versary of Dr. Hanlon’s presidency of 
Pennington occurred, and of his work in 
Pennington the Advocate says : 

Taking all things intothe account, Dr. Hanlon’s 
career has been the most conspicuous success in 
the number of students and the general prosperity 
of the seminary. If they should be heard by some 
unusually acute ear saying sotto voce, ‘* But we 
labored, and he has entered into our labors,” we 
do Princlpal Hanlon’s magnanimity the credit to 
think that he would put a little of the vigor to 
which he owes his success into a sonorous Metho- 
dist Amen. Ile has worked and receives to-day. 
what does not fall to te lot of every man, an un- 
broken chorus Of congratulations, and the alumni, 
students, trustees and the whole New Jersey Con- 
ference will hope that he may enter into his own 
labors for many successiv¢ years; for the resr'ts of 
them in ever widening c.cles flow on in — ives 
of the men and women whom he has educated. 

Dr. Hanlon is a converted Catholic 
whom all delizht to honor as a great 
Methodist preacher and educator. 





The Ingersoll Lambert. 


When the Rev. A. Lambert, the dis- 
tinguished Redemptorist priest, was con- 
verted in Christ's Mission last year many 
persons thought the gentleman was the 
author of the ‘‘ Notes on Ingersoll.’’ It 
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was a natural mistake, as the Ingersoll 
man had gained some notoriety by his 
book. If he had left the Roman Catho- 
lic Church, in whose distinctive doctrines 
he evidently does not believe any more 
than did Father McGlynn while he was 
excommunicated, and devoted himself 
to literature he would have made his 
mark in the world of letters. But he 
was reared in superstition and did not 
know any other way of salvation than 
that which he learned from the writings 
of monks like Liguori. 

does he now, read the 


He did not, nor 

Bible to find 
therein the mind of God communing 
with his mind. He does not seek the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit in the Word 
of God, and therefore is not taught of 
the Spirit. His wrangling and squab- 
bling with his bishop, Dr. McQuaid, in 
the newspapers has been a scandal to all 
men. He should come out of Rome and 
be converted to Christ. 





The Converted Lambert. 


This is a different man, as our readers 
know. The Rev. A. Lambert was true 
to his convictions when he realized that 
the Roman Catholic Church was a delu 
sion and a snare, and, led by the Holy 
Ghost, the Spirit of truth, he came out 
to follow Christ as his Saviour. He re- 
nounced Popery to accept Christianity ; 
he rejected the Pope to obey Christ, and 
now he is a faithful minister of his Lord 
and Master. Writing of him, as pub- 
lished in the June CONVERTED CATHO- 
LIc, the great and beloved Chaplain Mc- 
Cabe said: ‘‘It was a charm anda joy 
to be of some service to so humble, so 
gentle, so scholarly a servant of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.’’ 

Father Lambert could have gained 
heavy damages against the Roman Ca- 
tholic papers that publised the infa- 
inous falsehood that he was an inmate 
of an insane asylum when he was on his 
wy to his new sphere of labor in King- 
ston, Jamaica, asa Wesleyan minister. 


Roman Catholic ladies have called at 
our Office to tell us that they had heard 
the Redemptorist priests in this city de- 
clare that poor Father Lambert was in 
an insane asylum. 

In a letter received from Father Lam- 
bert dated July 12 he refers to prosecution 
for libel that could be brought against 
these Papal papers, and adds : 
suggestion in the July CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC is a good one. While we 
pity and are ever ready to help ‘come 
out of her’ the poor deluded Roman 
Catholics, we should not spare the sac- 
erdotal liars and the 
employ.’’ 


‘* Your 


scribes in their 
This is the spirit that we love 
to see in converted Catholics Helpthe 
people toa knowledge of the truth and 
they will come out of Rome, but do not 
spare the priests who ought to know, if 
they read the Bible, that there is only 
one Priest of the new covenant, the 
Great High Priest, Jesus the Son of God. 





Summit Grove Camp Meeting. 

While this issue of THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC is going through the press 
the Editor is attending the great Camp 
Meeting of the Baltimore Methodists at 
Summit Grove, near New Freedom, Pa., 
where he preaches on August 2, 3 and 
4. At the close of the Camp Meeting he 
will return to Northfield in time for Mr. 
Moody's Conference on Bible Study. 





Our Subscribers and Friends. 

The summer is ordinarily not a good 
time to obtain new subscribers for relig- 
ious periodicals, but we have to thank 
many friends who sent us new subscrib- 
ers last month. Some of our delinquent 
subscribers also paid their subscriptions 
last month. But an army of more than 
a thousand strong have not paid atiy- 
thing this year. The summer isa good 
time to remember the needs of the work 
in which we are engaged, and we hope 


this ‘‘ word in season ’’ will be received 


in good part and acted upon by our 
We need their co-operation. 


readers. 

















JAMES A. O'CONNOR, 


ee the sum- 
~» mer heat large congregations 
attended the services in Christ's Mission 
when the converted Spanish priest, 
Father Ferrando, preached. Spaniards, 
Mexicans and Cubans mingled with the 
regular congregation, and though Fath- 
er Ferrando’s addresses were in the 
Spanish language, his earnestness and 
power of expression held the attention 
of the whole congregation. Ferrandois 
a gifted speaker, and as he related the 
history of his spiritual struggles in the 
Roman Church to find the truth and his 
fruitless efforts to save himself by devo- 
tion to his duties as a priest anda mem- 
ber of the Capuchin Order, of which he 
was a superior, his words seemed to 
burn into the souls of the Spanish and 
set them on fire, for all of them had ex 

perienced the same difficulty in breaking 
away from the Roman Church and lea’ n 

ing the true way of salvation. The 
English speaking members of the con- 
gregation were enabled to follow the 
preacher by the excellent interpretation 
of Rev. J. M. Lopez, the Spanish mis- 
sionary of the Congregational Church 
in this city. Mr Lopez is a graduate of 
Princeton Seminary and has also receiv- 
ed the degree of Master of Arts from 
Princeton University. 

At the close of Father Ferrando’s ad- 
dress on June 30, Pastor O'Connor said 
such an orator would gain a hearing 
from his fellow-men, Protestants or Ca- 
tholics, anywhere. He announced that 
Father Ferrando wouid pass the sum- 
mer at Northfield, Mass., in the study 
of the English language and the Bible 
and in attendance upon the conferences 
held there t-y Mr. Moody. 

At the services on Sunday evening, 
June 30, Mr. Lopez delivered the fol- 
lowing address : 
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NEW YORK. 
PASTOR. 
THE GOSPEL 
I cannot begin 
thanking 


IN SPAIN. 

otherwise than by 
Brother O'Connor for the 
kind introduction he has just given me, 
and also for his courtesy in inviting me 
to speak from his pulpit of a work that 
is, to a certain extent, 
own. 


different from his 
I feel that in his permitting me 
to occupy his pulpit he has shown such 
a heartfelt sympathy for me that I know 
him now as a brother. 

In the year 1860 there were in Spain 
a few gentlemen reading the 
Malaga. 


3ible—in 
The reading of this Book was 
prohibited ; it was a crime against the 
government to read the Bible in Spaiu. 
And consequently when it came to the 
ears of Queen Isabella II. that these 
men were reading the Bible in Malaga 
—going into private houses to read it, 
and worshipping God according to the 
dictates of their own consciences— she 
issued an edict that these men should 
be put in prison for such a crime. They 
were put in the dungeons of the Inqui- 
sition. What became of them? We 
shall see. Your own President of the 
United States, the Queen of England 
and the Emperor of Germany sent a pe- 
tition to Queen Isabella asking that she 
would commute the pain of imprison- 
ment toexile. She, of course, could do 
nothing but accede to their request. So 
she sent the men into exile for reading 
the Word of God. The men went to 
Switzerland and to England to study 
and to become thoroughly acquainted 
with the plan of salvation. Then they 
were forgotten by Queen Isabella. 
When a young boy, in the year 1866, 
one day word came that there was to be 
a revolution in Madrid. I was born 
there. I was sent to Madrid to my 
grandmother ; she used to live in the 
royal place, the Prado. One 


morning 
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we were walking outside of the residence 
grounds and I heard the discharge of 
musketry and the booming of cannon. 
I saw the tears running down the cheeks 
of my grandmother. I said, ‘* What is 
it? What is the matter, grandmother ?’’ 
She said,there is a revolution in Madrid. 
It was the revolutionists fighting to 
drive from the throne Queen Isabella IT. 
Many were slaughtered. The fight 
continued two or three days. 

About two years afterwards there was 
another revolution. 
ed 


I, as a boy, follow- 
after the music without knowing 
why; but you know music has much 
enchantment, especially for children. 
So we enjoyed ourselves that day. 
Queen Isabella had to fly for her life, 
and went into exile. 

When Martin Luther was carrying on 
the 
were being printed jn France and sent 
into Spain—smuggled in double casks, 
the outside one being filled with wine, 


Reformation in Germany books 


and the inside one with Bibles. 

During the time of the Inquisition 
there were many Protestants among the 
nobility. faithful’ men, 
there were beautiful women and there 


There were 
were delicate young ladies burned at the 
s-ake in Madrid, Seville and Barcelona. 
Why? 
according to their own consciences and 
His Word. 

The Inquisition was an awful perse- 
cution. When the Reformation came 
the last time there was not a single Pro- 
testant in all Spain, because all had been 
You 
form no idea of the horrors of the 
Inquisition. 


Because they worshipped God 


sent into exile by Queen Isabella. 
can 
It wes only the power of 
God that drove it from Spain at last. 
When I was a child I used to play in 
the square called the ‘‘ Square of the 
Inquisition.’’ It is a large square. 
There are several blocks included in it. 
It had four large balconies extending all 
around it. The people went into the 
balconies to witness the burning of the 
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faithful ones at the stake. In addition 
to the balconies there were two large 
tribunes—one for the King and the 
other for the great Inquisitor, which 
was higher than that of the King's, be 
cause the Inquisitor was the representa- 
tive of God in Madrid. 

There was another place in the north- 
ern part of Madrid where I used to 
play truant with other boys. There 
v.as a house in ruins there. We used 
to go there and scratch the earth to find 
human bones that we put in our pockets 
to take to school to play with. 

In the year 1808, in the month of 
December, Napoleon at the head of his 
army entered Madrid and proclaimed 
his brother Joseph King ofSpain. One 
of the deeds done at that time we should 
never forget—the blowing up of the 
palace of the Inquisition with gunpowder 
after the prisoners were liberated. They 
came out in chains, all living skeletons ; 
they had been imprisoned for years and 
vears. Some of them, after seeing the 
light of the sun, were struck blind be- 
cause they had been confined so long a 
time in the dark dungeons. They had 
been kept there for crimes that they 
never committed—as we believe to-day, 
for the reading of the Word of God. 
Now you see that as a child I knew 
something as to what the Inquisition 





was. 

In the year 1868, when Queen Isabella 
was fleeing for her life, those faithful 
men who had been exiled by her return- 
ed to Madrid, Sevilleand Barcelona and 
proclaimed the truth as it is in Jesus 
everywhere where people would come 
and listen to the Gospel in Spanish. 
Among those who had the privilege of 
hearing these men were my father and 
mother. My father was a Roman Ca- 
tholic, but he saw the error of his way 
and became a Protestant. He tried to 
induce my mother to become a Protes- 
tant. She went tothe Protestant mis- 
sion to see what it was like, and was 














— 


conquered. They then took their chil- 
dren away from the Catholic school and 
sent them to a Protestant day school and 
Sunday school in Madrid. Rev. Mr. 
Carasco was our pastor. Hewas one of 
the men who had been shut up in a 
dungeon of the Inquisition for reading 
the Bible. He was one of the greatest 
orators in Spain. 

There camea lady from Philadelphia-- 
a very beautiful and wealthy lady— who 
had decided to consecrate her wealth to 
the work of Jesus Christ. She asked 
me to come to her Sunday school, as 
she was going to choose some boys to 
have educated. _I accepted the invita- 
tion and was one of those selected by 
her. I was taken to her own home and 
treated as her son. My mother, as soon 
as she saw the lady, made up her mind 
that it was right for me to go with her. 
The lady said this was to be my future 
home. She had horses, carriages and 
servants—everything that was needed. 
Our teachers came from Switzerland, so 
we had a regular Protestant education, 
which we could not get in Spain, nor 
even in France. I went to Switzerland 
and staid there three years. When I 
was through I went back to Spain to 
work in the missions. I first went to 
Southern Spain to work, and was there 
among the miners for seven months. I 
was very successful. From there I went 
to Madrid and was at the head of the 
Protestant schcols there. The Sunday 
school at Madrid had an attendance of 
over 300, which was a large number. 

When I was a child my grandmother 
very often used to take me to the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. I liked to look 
at the saints, especially the paintings. 
The painted saints are better executed 
than the statues, and they have less 
dust on them. I used to enjoy the 
beautiful music, the peals of the organ, 
the smell of incense. I liked to look at 
Mary ; she is generally very handsome. 
The body is a piece of wood—something 
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awful. I do not understand how priests 
can bow down to such a piece of wood. 
The image of Christ always inspired 
me with fear. There was something 
about His features that did not at- 
tract me as did the face of Mary. She 
was all smiles ; her jewels were bewild- 
ering. I did not know then that Jesus 
Christ was my Saviour. It was some- 
thing different that was presented to us 


in the Roman Catholic Church. Then 
I said to myself, I am going to 
secure Jesus for myself, ard even 
when a child I learned that Jesus 
Christ was a true friend. I kept 


on studying and studying, and I began 
to see what the Gospel was and the 
wonderful promises made to every one 
that believes and trusts in Christ. And 
then the worship of God meant another 
thing from what it did when I went to 
the Catholic Church. I saw a 
different thing it was to worship God in 
spirit and in truth, than to worship 
Him only in outward ceremonies. 


what 


But there was something sad in my 
heart in regard to my grandmother. 
She came to our mission once and seem- 
ed to think it was better than what she 
had been taught. But afterwards she 
went to confession and then she never 
again came to the mission. The priests 
frightened her with their stories about 
the pains of purgatory and hell, and so 
scared her that she said to me, ‘‘ My 
child, I bless you, but never speak to 
me again about your religion.’” Now 
you see what a hold the Roman Church 
has got on its people—and the confes- 
sional is the worst of it. If a woman 
can’t stay away from confession I am 
sure she will always be in the power of 
the priests. 

After remaining in Spain five years I 
went to Chili. I worked there four 
years. Then I went to Santiago and 


taught French and mathematics for 


three years in one of the brightest insti- 
I then went to Valpara- 


tutions there. 
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iso and did mission work in a mining 
town for five years. It was suggested 
to ine to become a pastor of a church. I 
said no; I cannot do that ; that is a life 
work. I want to have some time to 
finish my education. I was told I could 
go to Switzerland and finish my course 
of study in four years. I said I was too 
old to study four years more. I knew 
that I could finish it in the United States 
in three years. I was advised to go to 
Prince‘oi Seminary. I and 
graduated there, after which I went to 
fugland, 


did so, 
and advice returned to 
After looking about I con- 
cluded that the best thing I could do was 
to go to work among my countrymen. 
So I began my work under the auspices 
of the Presbyterian Church, of which I 
was a member. 


by 
America. 


Then I became a mem- 
ber of the Manhattan Association (Con- 
gregational Church), and I have been 
working here ever since. 

My work, you see, has been in Spain, 
Chili and the United States among my 
countrymen, and I can see what they 
are. They are the same everywhere ; 


they are the same 


men in faith, and 
they are faithful to the church, and 
there are those who love God, father- 


land and King. 

As you all know, God first manifested 
himself to the Jews. There 
great many of them in Spain. 
were the 


were a 

They 
most faithful to the Roman 
Catholic Church and the Kiug, the de- 
fender of that faith. The action of 
Spain against them has lost many and 
many a chance to that country to be- 
come a great nation. They came to 
; they filled their pockets with 
gold ; that gold went into Spain, but it 
did not go down in Spain. 


America 


It was like 
water on the tep of a rock—nothing 
sank. It is a picture of misrule all over 
Spain, following the devices of the Ro- 
aman Church. 

Who were the Jews? They were an 
industrious people; they were a com- 
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mercial people—many of them wealthy. 
They were trying to add as much as 
they could to their possessions. By the 
exodus of the Jews from Spain she lost 
the commerce. That was one of the 
actions of the Roman Church against 
Spain. After the Jews came the expul- 
sion of the Arabs. Why, it was the 
ruin of that country forever. The 
Arabs had in their hands the sciences, 
arts and the industries; and _ besides, 
they were soldiers. They were always 
soldiers, and soldiers for the Church of 
Rome. 

See the decadence of Spain's cities. 
Take Seville that had a population of 
600,000 in the time of the Moors ; now 
there are scarcely 150,000. There is 
Toledo, that formerly had a population 
of 250,000, and now about 14,000. Go 
to Cordova, formerly the capital of the 
Moors in Spain, which contains mag- 
nificient and glorious specimens of its 
former grandeur, and once had a mil- 
lion inhabitants, now contains scarcely 
40,coo. All these places and many 
others I have visited. And to-day in 
consequence of the rule in Spain of the 
Roman Catholic Church she is without 
commerce, science, industry. Only the 
sword is left, and the people have to live 
by the sword even to-day, as you see in 
the most beautiful islands of the Antil- 
les—fighting for life and_ liberty. 
Wherever Spain rules it is the same 
thing—ignorance, bigotry and poverty. 
Go to South America—I have been 
everywhere there—it is the same thing, 
practically. I have crossed the Argen- 
tine Republic from the Andes to the Rio 
de la Plata, and it is all the same, ex- 
cept now they are more free from the 
Roman Church. I tell you that the 
Argentine Republic and Chili are far 
ahead of Spain in commerce, industry, 
arts and in everything. Why so? Be- 
cause they are free. Chili is the fore- 
most nation of South America. The 
Chilians call themselves the Yankees of 
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South America. When you go there 
to preach the Gospel and to build 
churches you are at liberty to do so. 
You cannot do that in Spain. 

Rev. Mr. Carasco, my former pastor, 
told me that he had more to suffer from 
the Liberal ministry than from the 
Conservatives. After completing the 
church and everything was ready for 
its dedication and the invitations were 
sent out the doors were kept clos- 
ed for two months, not being allow- 
ed to be thrown open to the public. 
Then one of the private secretaries of 
the government came to me and said: 
‘* Sir, I have a favor toask of you. The 
Roman Catholic Church is going to 
make trouble if you open the doors of 
your church. Now I want you to 
promise me that the doors will remain 
closed ; but you may go on with yonr 
dedication."’ ‘‘ Well, how can the 
dedication take place if the doors are 
kept closed? ’’ I asked. The secretary 
said we had two side doors, and we could 
go in through them, but not to open the 
front doors. Well, we used the side 
doors and consecrated the building, and 
the secretary reported that the doors 
were not opened. This will give you an 
idea of the way things are done in Spain. 

The only way to reform Spain is by 
the Word of God. It is the only way 
by which any nation can become great 
and prosperous. You have the Word 
of God in your @onstitution ; it is the 
basis of your laws. I think you are the 
first Nation whose laws are based upon 
the Bible. That is why you are bound 
to succeed as a Nation. That is what I 
want to see in my country ; that is why 
I have been trying to put God’s Word 
at their disposal. I do not care about 
sects or denominations. The only 
thing I want to do is to live by 
Christ and to do His will. That is 
what the Master requires. 

In Spain we have many things to 
contend against to make the people see 





that they are wrong. The Spanish Rog 
man Catholics believe a man cannot be 
a minister anda man. They despise a 
minister. I am trying to show them 
that he can be a minister and a man at 
the same time. When they understand 
that the Word of God is the salvation of 
humanity and for the exaltation of the 
nations, then they will accept it. 

What a gigant’c work ; who can un- 
dertake it alone? In this city we have 
no building that we can call a church. 
We can only go ahead and do what we 
The Roman Church is watching 
us and watching you. She is watching 
over every Protestant church in this 
country, and they are going ahead with 
a steady stride. You are going to hear 
from them in about ten years hence. 
The problem of foreign mission work in 
this city is becoming greater every day. 
It is better to lend your aid now than to 
wait. 

Professor Hodge of Princeton Semiz- 
ary, when addressing a class of students 
not long since, said: x<ntlemen, 
the problem is going 'o be solved ‘n this 
country in ten years, and you are the 
ones to solve it.’’ He as right in teach- 
ing the obligation of the Nation. That 
is the work we are trying to do. We 
want your prayers and sympathy and 
your help. I wish I was speaking to 
20,000 to-night these words,coming trom 
the lips of one who was a Roman Ca- 
tholic, from one who has been trying to 
work in Roman Catholic countries for 
the Gospel of Christ for the past fifteen 
years, and also from one who has found 
the truth as it is in Jesus. It was a 
wonderful thing for me in the | egirning 
of my life when I heard of the outpour- 
ing of the Holy Spirit and the wonder- 
ful works of the apostles and disciples 
ofthe primitive Church. And then I 
had a wish that it might be my experi- 
ence, and soon after I learned that 
Jesus Christ was my Saviour. He came 
and dwelt in my heart just as He did in 
the hearts of the disciples and apostles, 
and He has dwelt in the hearts of many 
of my countrymen. I put my trust in 
the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. As 
the Word of God says, ‘‘ Seek first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness 
and everything shall be given to you.’’ 


can. 
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Co? VERTS FROM ROME. % 


© \ROM our recent English exchanges 
we take the following items of 
good news : 
LADY O'HAGAN'S CONVERSION. 

‘‘ A most remarkable case of convers- 
ion is that of Lady O’ Hagan, the widow 
of the former Lord Chancellor of Ire- 
land. Her husband wasa Roman Ca- 
tholic, and she belongs to the Towneley 
family in Iancashire, whose members 
have been noted for centuries for their 
adherence to Catholicism. Lady O’ Hag- 
an herself had always been closely iden- 
tified with the active work of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church in England. She 
has become a Protestant.’’ 

SEVERAL ENGLISH PRIESTS CONVERTED. 

The English papers further announce 
that Lady O’Hagan’s chaplain, Father 
Klein, a Jesuit, has renounced the priest- 
hood and withdrawn from the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

The Liverpool Courier, June 15, 1895, 
‘The Rev. Father Chapman, 
B.A., formerly priest in charge of St. 
Patrick’s Roman Catholic Church, Wid- 


Says: 


nes, has seceded from the Church of 
Rome. He applied some time ago for 


ordination in the Church of England, 
and has, it is stated on reliable authori- 
ty, now been admitted into the KEstab- 
lished Church. Father Chapman labor- 
ed in Widnes for a number of years, and 
was highly esteemed by members of 
every religious denomination in the town 
for his earnest work among the poor.”’ 
A CONVERTED PRIEST AT BRISTOL. 
The V. Clinton de Burgh, of 
Truro, on Sunday, June 16, 1895, con- 
ducted 


Rev. 


the Tabernacle 
Chapel, Penn street, 
The pastorate has been vacant 
nearly twelve months, and Mr. 
3urgh on May 27 received an invitation 
to take charge of the church. At the 
conclusion of the evening service on 
Sunday it was made known to the con- 


the services in 
Congregational 
:e 


ot ee oe, 
49115101, 


C2 
i UT 


gregation that Mr. Burgh had accepted 
the call. He did soina written state- 
ment, which was read by Mr. Ring, one 
of the senior deacons. Mr. Burgh was 
educated as a Roman Catholic priest, 
but some four or five years ago he re- 
nounced the Church of Rome and_ be- 
came a Protestant. He engaged exten- 
sively in mission work in London and 
Cornwall prior to accepting the pastor- 
ate of the church at Truro, which he 
has held for some considerable time. 
‘*] TAKE MY JESUS WITH ME.”’ 

The following letter will be read with 
joy by all our converted Catholic friends 
and by all Christians who in the time of 
trial prove steadfast in the faith. It is 
a sore trial for a child to be turned away 
from the paternal home, for that place 
should be the one spot on earth where a 
welcome should await even the wander- 
ing boy or girl. Mr. Sankey’s hymn, 
‘*“Where's My Boy fo- 
night?’’ has touched thousands of hearts 


Wandering 


and evoked most tender sympathies. As 
human beings we love to think that the 


door is always open for the ‘* wandering 


boy.’’ Blessed be God, the door of 
mercy that leads to the heavenly home 
is always open even for the vilest sinner 
who believes in the Lord Jesus Christ 
and calls upon His name. Popes and 
priests would shut it against all who will 
not believe in them and obey their com- 
mands. ‘Though we should have the 
faith of which our Saviour speaks that 
would remove mountains, vet if we do 
not believe in the ‘‘ infallible Pope ’’ 
‘* the vicar of Christ,’’ and in the power 
of the priests to forgive sin and grant 


as 


absolution, they say they will shut the 
door of heaven against us. But they 
cannot do it, for Jesus Christ is the door 
and He opens it to all who come to Him 
with repentance for sin and faith in the 
atoning power of His blood. ‘‘ The 


blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth frem all 
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sin.’’ ‘* As many as received Him, to 
them He gave power to become the 
children of God, even to them that be- 
lieve in His name.’’ Through Christ 
the children of God have a rightful 
place in the heavenly home, and by nat- 
ural law the children of the family have 
aright to a piace in the paternal home 
onearth. But the writer of the follow- 
ing letter was turned away from his 
earthly home for Jesus’ sake : 
QUEENSBURG, NEW BRUNSWICK, } 
July 12, 1895. \ 
DEAR BROTHER O'CONNOR: 

As I cannot do without Tur Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC I send you my sub- 
scription and money for three new sub- 
scribers. My means are limited or I 
would do more to help you. But you 
shall have my prayers that God might 
bless you more and more in the good 
work you are doing. 

The Lord has wonderfully blessed me 
since last I wrote to you. I am now us- 
ing what talent He has given me in the 
service of my Master, and I am getting 
more light as the time goes by. 

Last week I visited my mother, 
my step father met me at the door and 
said, ‘‘ You cannot bring your Jesus 
in here.’’ 


and 


I said, ‘‘ I do not go where 
I cannot take my Jesus with me,’’ 
he closed the door in my face. 


and 
So I 
was turned away and retraced my steps 
and praised the Lord for it all. Parents 
and friends may shut doors against us, 
but the door of mercy they cannot shut. 
My Jesus stands there to welcome me. I 
have just returned from camp meeting, 

and I am stronger in faith than ever. 

Yours in Christian love and work, 

LEWIs J. KING. 

‘ites 

FRANKFORD, PA., July 8, 189=. 
DEAR SiR :—Will you kindly send 
me a copy of THE CONVERTED CATHO- 
Lic as advertised in the Christian [rish- 
man of Dublin, Ireland, and oblige a 

converted Catholic. M. D. 





THE BOSTON RIOT. 
AST month there was a great 
Fourth of July parade in Boston 
in which all good citizens naturally de- 
sired to participate. But the committee 
of arrangements decided to exclude the 
Patriotic Societies composed of United 
American Mechanics, Patriotic Sons of 
America and other organizations, the 
members of which are native born Am- 


ericans. Neither the Orangemen nor 
the American Protective Association 


sought to parade as distinct organiza- 
though doubtless many of the 
members of these societies are also affili- 
ated with the other orders that make 
American birth a condition of member- 


tions, 


ship. 

The exclusion of the patriotic societies 
from the parade was a tribute to the 
power of the Roman Catholic Church in 
Bo: ton. The committee of arrangements 
acknowledged that they were apprehere 
sive that some emblem would be dis- 
played by the patriotic men in the pro- 
cession that might give offence to the 
Roman Catholics. The leaders of the 
patriotic societies assured them that the 
only emblems displayed would be the 
American flag and a large model of the 
‘* Little Red Schoolhouse,’’ and surely 
no good citizen could object to such 
manifestations of American patriotism, 
But the.committee which was selected 


” 


as representatives of all classes of citizens 
would not allow the ‘‘ Little Red School- 
house’’ to be carried in the processicn. 
The patriotic citizens appealed to the 
Governor of the State for a permit to hold 
a parade of their own, which was granted, 
and an escort of three hundred police 
was detailed to accompany the ‘‘ Little 
Red Schoolhouse’’ and the American 
flag borne by the stalwart men who 
have formed organizations for the pro- 
tection of the public schools and other 
American institutions against the as- 
saults of the Roman Catholic Church. 
Those brave men, many thousands in 


N 
wy 


number, all 
marched in 


Americans, 
through the 
streets of Boston, and though smothered 
imprecations were heard all along the 
line from the Roman Catholics who had 
assembled on the sidewalks, no actual 
violence was offered until the great 
body of the procession and the police 
escort had passed. Then the rear of 
the procession was attacked by a howl- 
ing mob of Irish Roman Catholics and 
several persons were injured. One man, 
a Roman Catholic, was killed by a shot 
from a revolver. 


Protestant 
procession 


The police returned 
to the scene of the riot, and after break- 
ing many Roman Catholic heads, dis- 
persed the crowd. Two young 
but they 
were immediately acquitted on trial. It 
was proved that the Roman Catholics 
were the aggressors, and that whoever 
fired the fatal shot did so in self-defence, 

This Papal riot has aroused the people 
of Boston as no other event had done for 
The ‘‘ Little Red School- 
has been brought prominently 
before the public as the symbol of Am- 


ren, 


Protestants, were arrested, 


many years 


house ”’ 


erican intelligence and the American 
flag has been exalted as the standard of 
Catholic 
Church has been always opposed to in 


a free people. The Roman 
telligence and freedom in civil as well as 
in spiritual affairs when the hierarchy 
cannot direct the channels of 
tion. 


informa- 
The Bible that gives spiritual 
light and liberty to all men is practically 
the Catholic 
people, and the liberty that Rome allows 
her followers is comprised in blind obed- 


a sealed book to Roman 


ience to the Pope and his agents, the 
bishops and priests. 
WHAT THE ROMAN ORGANS SAY. 
All the Roman Catholic papers had 
editorials on the attack made by their 
rcaders on the American flag and the 


‘* Little Red Schoolhouse.'’ Instead of 


a ‘‘riot’’ they called it the ‘‘ Boston Af- 
fair.’’ The New York Catholic Review 
quotes approvingly the Boston Cong7e- 
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gationalist, which condemned the patri- 
otic societies while insisting upon the 
right of any organization to parade the 
streets in a lawful manner. ‘We insist 
upon the same right,’’ says the Review, 
‘‘and we deplore and denounce the in- 
sane recklessness of any persons calling 
themselves Catholics attempting to in- 
terfere with that right.’’ ‘‘ But the pa- 
triotic organizations, with partizan 
symbols,’’ it adds, ‘‘ are a challenge and 
a menace to the other party.’’ 


’ 


The only ‘‘symbols’’ in the parade 
were the American flag and the ‘‘ Little 
Red Schoolhouse.’’ It is well for the 
American people to remember that these 
symbols excite the ire of ‘‘the other 
party,’’ the Roman Catholics. We 
thank the Catholic Review for making 
the issue so plain 

Again that paper says, ‘‘ Their very 
presence [the patriotic societies in the 
parade] was calculated to stir up strife 
and lead to open hostilities.’’ But the 
presence of Roman Catholic societies par- 
ading in the streets of our large cities with 
their symbols and pictures of St. Patrick 
and the Pope does not stir up strife and 
lead to open hostilities on the part of 
Protestant Americans. The patrictic 
organizations do not interfere with Ro- 
man Catholic processions, and the Ro- 
man Catholics in this country, nine- 
tenths of whom are of foreign birth, 
must learn to respect the rights of native 
born Americans to hold meetings for the 
discussion of such subjects as interest 
them, to march through the streets of 
their cities with the flag of their country 
proudly waving over them, and the 
‘Little Red Schoolhouse ”’ 
triumph. 
the ‘have boasted, 
since the melee, that they have shown 
the ‘cursed’ Irish Catholics that they 
connot always have their own way in 
this land of liberty.’’ Very well said. 
That is a good lesson from the ‘‘ Boston 
affair.’’ 


borne in 
‘* These organizations,’’ says 
Review, finally, 

















THE etnies CATHOLIC. oo 


re] 











A NOTABLE VICTORY OVER CATHOLIC INTOLERANCE. 


[Chicago ‘ Interior,” July 11, 1895.] 

@)r® Methodist brethren are to be 

congratulated on their insistence 
and adroitness in their communication 
with the See of Rome, and finally on 
their victory ina matter which closely 
concerns the interests of Protestantism in 
all Catholic countries. A little more 
than a year ago the Methodist ministers 
of Chicago adopted a resolution offered 
by the Rev. John Lee, that the See of 
Rome be asked to interest itself in ob- 
taining religious liberty for those of an- 
other faith living in Catholic countries, 
especially in Ecuador, Bolivia and Peru. 
This just and reasonable request, strange 
to say, waited a long time for reply. 
The Rey. Mr. Lee wrote two letters to 
Archbishop Ireland, well-known for his 
open-mindedness and Americanism, but 
received no reply. Next he senta letter 
to Mgr. Satolli, whose chief mission in 
America was to look after the interests 
of the Catholic Church, and who trom 
his position, it might well have been as- 
sumed, would at least be courteous in a 
matter concerning which the Methodist 
ministers of Chicago had seen fit to lay 
before him. This letter likewise receiv- 
ed no reply, but another registered let- 
ter did elicit a brief response to the effect 
that in his opinion the encyclical letter 
of the Holy 
was 


Father, which he enclosed, 
‘the most fitting reply "’ 
make. 


he could 
This, of course, was evasive and 
unsatisfactory, and last August Mr. Lee 
wrote to the Pope himself, and receiving 
no answer wrote again last December. 
No attention being paid to these com- 
munications Mr. next turned to 
Cardinal Gibbons, writing to him last 
April, in Baltimore, only to receive the 
same answer of silence. 


Lee 


Last May, asa 
kind of a last attempt to break the pro- 
found silence of the Catholic hierarchy on 
this pertinent question, he wrote again 
to;Cardinal Gibbons,then in Rome, ad- 


dressing him in care of the Pope. This 
letter finally evoked the following an- 
swer : 

Romgz, June 14, 1895.—John Lee. 
Dear Sir :—In reply to your favor of the 
20th ult. I beg to say that some days 
ago I referred the matter of the disabili- 
ties of Protestants in Peru, Ecuador and 
Bolivia to the Cardinal Secretary ot 
State. His eminence now writes me as 
follows : 

‘The letter written to your eminence 
by Mr. Lee, of Chicago, has reference to 
a state of things solely dependent upon 
the civil laws in force in the republics of 
Peru, Ecuador and Bolivia. Neverthe- 
less, as your eminence has been pleased 
to communicate to me the said letter, I 
have written to the apostolic delegate in 
the above named republics to obtain 
precise information concerning the laws 
which affect the condition of Protestants 
there as regards both the exercise of 
celebration ot 
In communicating this to 


their religicn and the 
marriages. 
your eminence and taking it upon my- 
self to call the attention of the Holy See 
to the information which the aforesaid 
delegate will send, I am, etc.’’ 

In availing myself of the opportunity 
to tender you my best wishes for your 
welfare, I am, 
in Christ, 


dear sir, yours sincerely 


J. CARDINAL GIBBONS 

The See of Rome, unable longer to 
evade the pertinent request of the Mctho- 
dist ministers of Chicago, at last an- 
nounces its purpose to investigate tne 
matter. Now that the question of tne 
treatment of Protestants in Catholic 
countries has been raised it will 
and henceforth Protestants wil! 
doubtless be enabled to secure the same 
religious freedom and toleration accord- 
ed to Catholics in Protestant countries. 
It is a poor rule that does not work hoth 
ways. Hitherto this one of religious 


ian 


down, 
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toleration has worked chiefly one way, 
so far as Rome is concerned. Now, 
however, through the persistency of our 
Methodist brethren the Catholic hierar- 
chy has been brought to time, and for 
achieving this notable victory for Pro- 
testantism the Methodist ministers of 
Chicago are entitled to the credit. 





The above editorial from the /n/erior, 
the organ of Presbyterianism in Chicagc> 
will be somewhat spicy reading for the 
readers of Tuk CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 

From an editorial ‘‘ Rome and the 
Methodists ’’ that appeared in the C7¢/- 
zen, Chicago, July 6, 1895, a thorough- 
ly pronounced Roman Catholic paper, 
edited by John F. Finerty, we take the 
following : 

‘* That the Pope and the Sacred Col- 
lege should discriminate against Protes- 
tants in the other American continent 
did not seem logical to the mind of the 
Rev. John Lee, a Methodist clergyman 
of this city. After a fruitless corres- 
pondence with Archbishop Ireland, Mgr. 
Satolli, Cardinal Gibbons and the Pope, 
animated by a true spirit of Chicago 
perseverance he, as a last resort, sent a 
registered letter, on the 20th of last 
May, to Cardinal Gibbons at Rome. 
His eminence, with his customary court- 
liness, immediately attended to the mat- 
ter. Bigotry is hateful in all countries, 
but particularly in nations that are 
nominally Catholic. 

‘““Mr. Lee deserves praise for his 
manly perseverance in this matter, and 
we hope the actiouw taken by the Cardi 
nal Secretary of the Holy See will have 
the good effect of abolishing odious re- 
ligious restrictions in the countries in- 
dicated.’’ 

The Rev. John Lee wrote his first 
letter to Mgr. Satolli June 22, 1894; 
yo reply. He then wrote a second 
letter to Mgr. Satolli July 12, 1894; 
an evasive reply. To his first let- 
ter written to the Pope, August 24, 
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1894, there came noreply. The second 
letter written, December 24, 1894, re- 
ceived no reply. He then waited four 
months longer, and on April 22, 1895, 
addressed Cardinal Gibbons at Balti- 
more, and he too was silent. As soon 
as Mr. Lee learned that the Cardinal 
had started for Rome he immediately 
sent a letter in all haste to the Eternal 
City. To this his eminence replied. 
This contest is not ended yet. Evas 
ive replies, or half truthful replies, or 
rolling the blame upon the State, will 
nut do. At last, after an extraordinary 
amount of labor, the Methodist minis- 
ters of Chicago have got this ques- 
tion of the treatment of Protestants in 
Roman Catholic countries before the at- 
tention of the American people, and 
now, in the words of the /nferior, ‘‘ it 
will not down.’’ 
The Gospel for South America. 
Every American Christian who is 
zealous in the work of foreign missions 
will thank Mr. Lee and the other Metho- 
dist ministers of Chicago for having ef- 
fectually opened the door of all South 
America to the preaching of the Gospei. 
Most of those countries are Republics in 
name, but they are in almost a constant 
state of revolution. The Christianity 
that has made stable the governmet.t in 
Protestant countries will have its influ- 
ence upon them, and the entrance o! the 
Word of God will bring light and liber- 
ty to the people who are groping in the 
darkness of superstition and infidelity. 
Father Ferrando, the converted Capu- 
chin priest, who came to Christ’s Mis- 
sion last May from Colombia and Veue- 
zuela, is tully conversant with the de- 
plorable spiritual condition of the Span- 
ish speaking people in South America, 
where he had labered as a missionary 
priest aud superior of the Capuchin Or- 
der. He is now the guest of Christ’s 


Mission and will return to South Am- 
the Gospel. 


erica asa mister ¢ 
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WAS. PETER EVER IN ROME? 


BY REV. MASON GALLAGHER, D. D., 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


EV. Dr. Nathaniel West in the May 
aX number of THE CONVERTED CaA- 
TAOLIC has presented a conclusive argu- 
ment to show that ‘‘ Babylon the 
Great’’ of the Apocalype is figuratively 
used to denote the city of Rome the 
seat of the Papal iniquity. He assumes 
that the ‘‘ Babylon ”’ of Peter’s first let- 
ter (ch. v., 13) is also the Imperial 
City. He fails to present satisfactory 
evidence for his assertion. 


While there is no certain evidence 
that Peter wrote from the Parthian 
Babylon, nevertheless the probabilities 
so vastly preponderate in favor of a lit- 
eral rendering, that it amounts to a 
moral certainty that Peter did not write 
his Epistles from Rome. 

Dr. West writes (p. 151): ‘* There is 
strong external and internal evidence, 
supported by the ablest scholarship of 
our generation, that the word Babylon 
meant Rome ;’’ and again (p. 153) 
‘* The consensus of the majority of criti- 
cal scholars in our day is that Babylon 


in 1 Peter v.15, means Rome of the 
Tiber.’’ 
To the statement of Dr. West, for 


which no proof is presented, we oppose 
that of the Encyclopedia Brittanica, ar- 
ticle ‘‘ *—"*Tt is maintained 
majority of 


Popedom 
Protestant 
scholars that there is no proof that Peter 
was ever in Rome atall.’’ Also Mc- 
Clintock Encly.—‘‘ The 
natural meaning of the designation Ba 
bylon is held by Erasmus, Calvin, Beza, 
Lightfoot, Wiesler, Mayerhoff, Bengel, 
Dewette, Bleek, and perhaps the ma- 


by the great 


and Strong, 


jority of modern critics.’’ 

Lipsius, an ancient modern German 
critic writer (Pres., Qua., April, 1886): 
‘‘ The Roman Peter legend proves itself 
to be from beginning to end a fiction, 
and that our critical judgment is con- 
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‘ened The feet of Peter never wel the 
streets of Rome.’’ Salmasius writes : 
‘* By calculation of dates it is proved 
with the utmost certainty that the 
Apostle never was in Rome.’* 

In my work, ‘‘ Was Peter Ever at 
Rome’’ (for sale at the office of THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC, price, post 
paid, $1.00), I present in support of the 
literal rendering the statements of Span- 
heim, Scaliger and Turretin, and of 
more modern continental writers—Nean- 
der, Steiger, Guerik*, Presense, Lange, 
Bouzique, Gavazzi and  others—as 
holding to the literal construction. I 
quote also sixty British and American 
scholars, among them Owen, Howe, 
Robert Hoie, Dick, Hill, Kitto, Edgar, 
McGavin, Littledale, Davidson, Green, 
Bloomfield, Milman, Robertson, Words- 
worth; Smyth, Hodge, Elliott, Bech- 
une, Jacobus, Hurst, Strong, Murray, 
Bacon, Rice, Murdock, Shedd, Stowe, 
Hague, Robinson and others. I refer 
also to over two_hundred writers all of 
the same opinion. 

On p. 153 Dr. West states : 
torically, therefore, 
fact that ‘ Babylon’ 
ment Rome. 
Church is a unit,there.’’ 

I again take issue with this able writ- 


‘* His- 
we must hold to the 
of the New Testa- 


means The Catholic 


er, and in my book I give the names of 
fifteen eminent Roman,Catholic scholars 
who assert that Peter lived and labored 


in the Eastern Babylon, and not in 
Rome. Such were De Marca, Man- 
treau, De Ceza, Marsilius, Aventina, 
Leland, Du Moulin, Dupin, Caron, 
Hardouin, Erasmus, Hug, Ie Cor 
menin and Ellenderf. 

Archbishop De Marea writes: ‘‘ Al- 


though the Ancients supposed Peter to 
have here meant Rome, {Scaliger can be 
shown to be right when he says that 
this letter was written3from Babylon it- 
self to those dispersed Jews whose Pro- 
vincial Synod depended upon the Patri- 
arch of Babylon.’’ 








Ellendorf, a Roman Catholic Profes- 
sor in Berlin, in a learned treatise on 
the question, says: ‘‘ The stale con- 
version of the name of Babylon into 
Rome is the only argument by which 
they venture to prove Peter’s abode at 
Rome, his Episcopate and his Popedom; 
trom the Holy Scriptures it would not 
pay for the trouble to waste a word on 
n.”* 

It is then clear that Dr. West's state- 
ment on p. 154 needs modification, 
which reads: ‘* The fact remains, how- 
ever, that according to both Catholic 
and Protestant suffrages ‘ Babylon’ of 
Peter's Epistle and ‘ Babylon’ of the 
Apocalypse means Rome 
escape from this.’’ 


There is no 


Per contra, examination shows Light- 
foot, the unrivalled Orientalist, 
right when he 


to be 
asserts, ‘‘In all the 
Scripture you cannot find Peter nearer 
Rome than Joppa, and our own Protes- 
tant writers have made it plain as the 
sun at noon-day, that he never was 
there.’’ 

It is noticable that several laymen 
have thoroughly investigated this ques- 
tion, such as Simon, a London lawyer, 
who spent nine months in the library of 
the British Museum consulting all au- 
thorities, and Greenwood, McGavin, 
Kennard, Kitto, Bouzique, Bacon and 
others. They find no evidence for Pet- 
er’s western visit; that he left his proper 
field among the million Hebrews at the 
East and came to Rome, where Paul 
was laboring with many assistants and 
where he was not needed. 

The burden of proof plainly lies on 
those who give a strained and fanciful 
rendering to the date of a letter. 

Moreover, we ask, how can it be ex- 
plained that Peter's second letter was so 
late in its reception by the Church if it 
was written at Rome? The delay in 


acknowledging its authenticity can eas- 
ily be nnderstood if prepared in the 
Parthian Raubvylon, where wars and com- 
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motion had destroyed and scattered 
documentary evidence. 

Again, why is it that we have no au- 
thor of the first two centuries asserting 
that Peter came to Rome if such an 
event occurred? The statement of lat- 
er writers is of no value, as they give no 
facts in their efforts to magnify the Ro- 
man Church. 

There being no motive to lead Teter 
to Rome; no evidence from Scripture ; 
history being utterly silent with respect 
co the matter ; the verdict of modern 
scholarship being so largely against the 
Roman visit, we are compelled to be- 
lieve that Peter lived and labored among 
the Jews of the Mesopotamian Babylon, 
his proper chosen field, and ‘‘ that a 
mightier mind and heart were employed 
to distribute the same inestimable pleas- 
ure in the west.’’ 





REMARKS OF DR, 
Dear Brother O'Connor : 


WEST. 


Iam indebted to your clerk, during 
your absence and while passing through 
New York, for the privilege of read- 
ing Rev. Dr. Gallagher's criticism of a 
portion of my articles in reference to the 
Papacy; and, if not improper, I request 
that the following may go along with 
the criticism, which I 
will cheerfully publish. 

I have not tne pleasure of a peisonal 
acquaintance with the able and devout 
writer of the book, ‘* Was Peter Ever at 
Rome ?’’ and which I carefully read— 
ab ove ad mala—before I penned what I 
sent to your columns. 
many years, 


assume you 


I had, and for 
well considered all that 
could be said by Protestants against the 
tradition of the Papal Church; nay, of 
the ante-Papal early Church, in favor of 
Peter's visit to Rome twenty-five years 
before his martyrdom. Lightfoot's 
celebrated argument I have possessed in 
his own works for many years. 

Allow me to express here my sincere 
thanks to Dr. Gallagher for his able, 
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timely, manly and scholarly book. It 
ought to be in the hands of every Am- 
erican minister and citizen. It is a no- 
ble testimony, and of great value. I 
only criticize it thus much, and in a most 
friendly spirit—viz: (1) that the intense 
polemic interest of many of the early 
Protestant writers diminishes to the same 
extent the value of their judgment; (2) 
that the vast majority of Protestant 
writers simply take the invulnerable 
ground that the Papal claim is ‘‘ xo/ 
proven ,;’’ that is, there is ‘‘ no proof,’’ 
‘‘no evidence,’’ for the claim—/. ¢., no 
demonstrative historical certainty in the 
case—which is my own view; (3) 
that a large number of modern crit- 
ics in the interest of a_ rational- 
istic criticism assert the whole tra- 


dition and all the Fathers to be utterly 
fraudulent, which is a bad thing in view 
of how much we Protestants depend up- 
on them in other matters; and (4), that 
the list of recent scholars who hold to 
the possibility, and even probability, of 


an early Petrine visit (not episcopate) to 
Rome could be increased immensely be- 
yond the names cited in Dr. Gallagher's 
book. 

Rome has “‘ probability ’’ on her side 
for an early Petrine visit to the city 
(not an episcopate of twenty-five years), 
and it is very difficult to account for the 
vast tradition otherwise, unless at the 
expense of the sanity or moral honesty 
of the grandest men that ever lived dur- 
ing the first 600 years of the Church of 
Christ. What Dr. Gallagher has re- 
produced from nis book I had read very 
carefully, and I feel sure that the judg- 
ment of Dr. Schaff and a thousand oth- 
ers is the true one—viz : that Peter’s 
early visit to Rome can neither be prov- 
ed nor disproved. As to the unlikeli- 
hood of calling Rome ‘‘ Babylon ’’ in a 
private unapocalyptic letter written in 
‘‘ plain prose,’’ the Fathers are full of 
it, just as the Jewish books are. Every- 
where Rome is ‘‘ Babylon.’’ 


The fact is that Rome never can prove 
that Peter was ever at Rome prior to the 
time of Nero, nor can we ever prove 
that he was not there! Just there is 
Rome's trick (1), not to prove her af- 
firmative, and (2) to require us to prove 
a negative! For myself, I cut loose 
from this interminable and resultless 
controversy ; and, for the argument’s 
sake, am willing to concede the early 
traditional visit. It is of no consequence 
at all to me whether Peter went “ to 
Rome”’ or ‘‘ to Halifax.’’ The bottom 
ground of Rome's case is wholly inde- 
pendent of Peter's visitto Rome. It is 
this one and sole ground on which she 
rests her Papal claim,in the last analysis 
—viz: that the Lord Jesus Christ did es- 
tablish a Pope (such as Rome claims) 72 
the person of Peter long before Peter ever 
saw Rome. ‘That is her whole case. It 
is a question of exegesis, wholly, and 
Rome loses her own case and her own 
claim by her own rude of exegesis—viz : 
‘*the unanimous consent of the Fath- 
ers’’ 


‘ 


—there being no such ‘ 
no such ‘ 


consent,’’ 
unanimity,’’ the ‘‘ majority ’’ 
of the Fathers being agains? her inter- 
pretation. It isa ‘‘ res adjudicata’’ out 
of herown mouth. She stands self- 
condemned before her own tribunal. It 
is for this reason I regard the question 
of Peter's early visit as of small moment 
in the discussion. This is no disparage- 
ment of Dr. Gallagher's most excellent 
book. ‘He deserves the thanks of every 
true Protestant. May his labor abide 
in strength. NATHANIEL WEsT. 


Dr. West on “ The Anti-Christ.” 

We have collected Dr. West's learned 
articles on ‘‘ The Anti-Christ ’’ which 
have appeared in several issues of THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC, commencing 
with the January number of this year, 
and will publish them in book form. To 
meet the cost of publication we appeal to 
our readers for advance orders. We 
have no ‘‘financial backer’’ in this mat- 
ter, though we would like to find one if 
we knew where to look for him. The 
price of the book is 30 cents; 4 copies 
$1.00. Address orders to this office. 
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AS Father Phelan of the St. Louis 

Western Watchman continues 
to show his anxiety for the good morals 
of the members of the Christian Endeav- 
or and Epworth League Societies, we 
can do no better than to point out some 
more dark spots in the moral system of 
Rome. If, in the first place, as the no- 
torious priest puts it, it is dangerous for 
young people of both sexes to come to 
gether and hold meetings, to travel a 
few hundred miles in crowded cars, and 
be entertained in decent houses, or pro- 
perly managed hotels, what shall we 
say of the dark lantern methods where- 
by the Roman Catholic priests claim to 
forgive sins? In the June issue of THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC we spoke of the 
confessional ; and how little is known 
about it among Protestants who are not 
converted Catholics ! 





In the corner of the church building, 
or some other out-of-the-way place, 
stands a kind of box, or cupboard, in 
which sits a priest. On either side of 
him kneels a penitent, who is concealed 
from the gaze of the outsiders by a thick 
curtain. And one penitent cannot hear 
what the other says to the father confes- 
sor. And it happens very often that 
there is only one penitent at a time in 
the whole church. Or a priest may for 
some reason hear confessions in his own 
house, in his own parlor, even in his 
own sleeping-room. And whatever is 
said between priest and penitent must 
never be made public. The priest, no 
matter who and what he is, young or 
old, handsome or homely, good or bad, 
will hear the confession of all kinds of 
people, and it is to remain a secret for- 
ever. 


And, then, as we have said previous- 
ly, come questions about the most de- 
grading sius that ever defiled the soul 


€} MONTHLY RECORD OF ROMAN CATHOLIC EVENTS. ©) 


and body of human beings. As the 
Roman Catholic texts say it, some peni- 
tents, especially young women, girls and 
boys, are very reluctant to speak of 
such sins. ‘They will even omit them 
entirely from their confession of sins to 
the priest, and, therefore, they will be 
lost tor concealing them. The priest 
must therefore question and go into all 
the details of nameless immoralities 
to ascertain whether the penitent knows 
about them, and has been guilty of 
them. Many priests, at first, do it with 
good motives. But Roman Catholic 
theologians admit that such questions 
have often a very bad influence upon 
the priests. Oh, Father Phelan! You 
had better mourn over the many souls 
of both priests and penitents ruined and 
lost for ever through the confessional, 
and let the Endeavorers do their noble 
work ‘‘ for Christ and the Church.”’ 


Father Phelan, have you forgotten 
that Liguori, who knew a thing or 
two about the confessional, said in his 
Praxis Confessarit (ch. v; No. 93), that 
there were very few, ifany, ood secular 
priests, owing to the same reason ? And 
you, Father Phelan, ycu are a secular 
priest ! 





The Endeavor movement is essentially 
a product of American Christianity. 
Now, Father Phelan, if you refer to 
Brownson’s Quarterly Review, new Na- 
tional Series, you will find that Orestes 
A. Brownson alludes to ‘‘Roman Catho- 
lic civilizations ’’ as 7xferior to the Am- 
erican, just as the type of piety develop- 
ed by you is inferior to the type of piety 
fostered by the Christiau Endeavor So- 
ciety. Brownson was a journalist too ; 
but he never edited the Vestern Watch- 
man, 


*,, 
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Father Letellier de 


Blood will tell. 





es 


ae 


















fee nto tte 

















St. Just of Lake L ssidieit Mich., peaeer 
to in our June issue as a supporter of the 
public schools, belongs to one of the 
most illustrious liberal families of Cana- 
da. The most famous representative of 
the family was the late Letellier de St. 
Just, former Lieutenant-Governor of 
the province of Quebec, and a liberal 
Roman Catholic of the old school. He 
belonged to the party that rallied around 
Papineau, and was an enlightened friend 
of popular education, and a consistent 
opponent of ultramontane oppression. 
Father Letellier de St. Just is faithful to 
the noble traditions and record of his 
family. 5. fea De 





Christian Endeavor “Work for 
Roman Catholics. 

The Christian Endeavor Convention 
took possession of Boston for six days 
last month. All the daily papers in 
that city gave page after page of reports 
of the proceedings of the convention, 
The citizens of Boston extended a hearty 
welcome to the 50,000 visitors to their 
city—all except the Roman Cathclics, 
who did not decorate their churches or 
places of business. But our Roman 
friends did not expect any patronage 
from the Endeavorers, for, alas, the 
most conspicuous signson some of the 
streets were, ‘‘McCarthy's Wine Store,’’ 

r ‘‘O’Flaherty’s Wine Store.’’ All the 
rum shops in Boston bear the sign of 
** Wine Store,’’ and the viler 
the ‘‘ store,’ 


100king 
’ the larger the sign. Will 
the day ever come when the Roman Ca- 
tholic Church will earnestly and sincere- 
ly frown upon and condemn the infa- 
mous traffic in liquor carried on almost 
exclusively by the members of that 
Church? In all our large cities where- 
ever you see a Roman Catholic church 
you will find several saloons near by. 
We commend this to that sly fox, Satdl- 
li. If he wants to make himself really 
popular wih the American people, let 
him advise the Pope to hurl excommuni- 
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cations at the rum-sellers, and not waste 
his breath in cursing the decent, intelli- 
gent Romar Catholics who are members 
of the Sons of joey aaa Odd Fellows 
and apes of Pythias. 

The ‘‘ wine stores’’ decorated with 
the names of Irish Roman Catholics in 
Boston did not make a good impression 
on the Christian Endeavorers. They 
could not help seeing that such people 
need the Gospel of Christ to change 
them into good citizens who would pur- 
sue some other calling and be converted 
to a knowledge of the truth which has 
moulded the lives and built up the char- 
acters of those bright and happy looking 
delegates who came from all parts of our 
country. Patriotic sentiments were ap- 
plauded at every session of the conven- 
tion. We heard the great lecture by 
Bishop Coxe of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church at People’s Temple, and the 
venerable prelate was enthusiastically 
cheered. We hope the young people 
who attended the convention to renew 
their pledges to work for Christ and to 
gain new strength in their endeavors 
will not pass by the Roman Catholics 
who are in need of light andtruth. No 
work of theirs will be more blessed by 
the Master, and many souls, even at 
their own doors, will be led into the 
kingdom. Let this ‘‘ Endeavor’’ be 
tried and the’ results will be glorious. 


FIFTY CENTS A YEAR 

THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC will be 
sent to pastors with small salaries and 
Y. M. C. A. reading rooms in every 
city in the United States and Canada 
for fifty cents a year. It will do in- 
calculable good to the young men, 
Protestants as well as Catholics, who 
frequent these rooms. To Catholics 
also it will be sent for fifty cents a year. 
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OUR SCARLET PRINCE. 


We have still some copies of this excellent wok 
on hand. Wewillsend a copy free to anyone 
who willl send us one new subscriber to Twr 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 
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THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT SCHOOL SYSTEM. 


BY MRS. MARTHA C. M. 


Ay ») HEN in 1870 the unity of Italy 
became an accomplished fact 
and the National Constitution was pro- 
claimed at Rome, one of the first great 
needs presented to the new government 
was the establishment of some system of 
general education that would permeate 
all ranks ofthe people. The parochial 
schools and ecclesiastical colleges—the 
only sort then existing—extended their 
privileges to aristocratic and wealthy 
students only, so that the learning of the 
few privileged was high and the ignor- 
ance of the less favored profound ! 
Illiteracy as a heavy chain weighed 
down the people and robbed the nation 
of all power in the struggle for existence. 
For long centuries this chain had bound 
a large propoition of the people of Italy 
in the worst forms of bondage 





those of 
During the 
long reign of an hierarchial system the 


ignorance and superstition. 


individual conscience had become para- 
lyzed and the nation, so rendered void 
of moral energy and patriotism, fell suc- 
victim to its own fac? 
tions and to numerous hordes of foreign 


cessfully an easy 


invaders. 

A generation ago of the 
Italian people could neither read nor 
write, 


78 per cent. 


and in 1891 of 66,658 marriages 
registered in the chief provincial districts 
28.08 per cent. of the contracting parties 
were unable to read and undersign the 
legal act. 

The most marvellous legends of sup- 
ernatural occurences filled up all mental 
cravings. 


Stories of holy fathers being 


miraculously rescued from impending 
as, to wit, that of Father Ser- 
ra and some monkish friends lust in a 
desert and in need ot food. 


dangers— 


Suddenly a 
spacious edifice rises before them out of 
the plain. The Virgin Mary and the 
Saviour appear, invite them in and sup- 
ply them with a delicious meal. Such 


FISHER, WASHING 


TON, D.C. 


as these and almost innumerable monk- 
ish legends were held with implicit, un 
questioning faith as real historical facts ! 

The domination of Italy under Na- 
poleon Bonaparte did more in arousing 
in her people a feeling of nationality 
than perhaps any other foreign conquest 
had ever done. All her provinces had 
furnished recruits to his conquering ar- 
mies; many unloved princes had been 
dethroned, thus obliterating temporarily 
most of the ancient boundaries of rival 
rulers ; and notably was the feeling 
strengthened by the administration of an 
equal code of laws. Although Napol- 
eon's divisions and redivisions of Italy 
were short lived, yet much influence up- 
on the people resulted therefrom; and 
when the ‘‘ code Napoleon '’ was with- 
drawn and the administration again re- 
verted to the hands of ecclesiastics, a 
political and spiritual reign of terror, 
having for its object the crushing of 
Italian liberalism, obtained everywhere. 

3ut the desire for liberty amongst the 
of the more 
earnest thinkers of that time of the nec- 
cessity of a better diffusion of knowledge 
amongst the people of their country, did 
not die out. 


masses and the conviction 


The obsolete and effete 
methods of education, 


tained, 


Where any ob- 
in Italy at the time of its libera 
tion, coupled with the astounding illit 
eracy everywhere prevalent, called for 
very energetic measures on the part of 
the new government; and one of the 
stoutest planks—as an American would 
say—in the platform of the administra- 
tion of Victor Immanuel was that of 
‘* Public Instruction.’’ Schools were 
founded embracing the best modern 
methods of education, and now, in re- 
turn for the ecclesiastical and legal eru- 
dition, which, when the German Em- 


perors were regarded as successors of the 
Czesars, Germany with the greater part 























of Europe, had received from Rome, she 
was able to confer on Italy not only 
her grand kindergarten system, but a 
splendid system of public or common 
school education. Free primary schools 
were founded—public, night, Sunday, 
military, industrial, normal, technical 
schools and technical institutes, naval 
and agricultural schools, academies, wni- 
versities and so on, covering the whole 
scale of popular education under the 
best known methods. 

But even the attractions presented by 
the delightful kindergartens, with free 
lunches of bread, vegetables and fruit, 
were insufficient to insure a general at- 
tendance, and in 1877 the government 
enacted a law which made school attend 
ance compulsory—the length of the 
school term nine months for children 
The effect 
produced by the enforcement of this law 
has been very marked in the numbers of 
pupils and efficiency of teachers and the 
spirit of national and popular education 
greatly aroused in the people. 


from six to ten years of age. 


In a recent report by Frofessor Oldrini 
on education in Italy he says: ‘‘In 
the religious superstition, which for a 
long time dominated the masses, is a 
consideration that finds its unmistakable 
proof in the proportional average num- 
ber of illiterates existing in 
Piedmont, 


1872 in 


where foreign domination 
15 per cent., and 
that of Basilicate, Abruzzi, the southern 
province of Calabria, and Sicily, rescu- 


ed in 1860 from Bourbon Jesuits’ rule, 


never existed—viz : 


yoper cent. It has also been reported 
as characteristic of religious influence 
that the only spot in Italy where illiter- 


acy did not exist was the Alpine dis- 


tricts inhabited by Waldenses, the only 
Protestant Italian population.’ 

To this may be added the testimony 
of Mgr. Satolli, that ‘‘ the government 
and municipality, with feverish activity, 
filled Rome with scholastic institutions 
of all kinds. 


New schools for boys 
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were added to those already in exist- 
ence, and others for the poorer classes, 
notably the evening schools for arts, 
tradesand professions. The Teachers’ 
High School, normal and commercial 
schools, all for girls, were also estab- 
lished—indeed, such was the craze that 
the government finally arrived at a point 
where the girls were allowed free access 
to the high schools and universities in 
common with the boys.’’ (!) 

The learned prelate also complains of 
the impossibility of procuring text books, 
especially in reading and history which 
were adapted to the requirements of Ca- 
tholic schools, stating that ‘‘ some had 
to be prepared especially for this pur- 
pose.’’ Toany one familiar with ec 
clesiastical Roman 
naturally, 


history, thought, 
suggests that the ‘‘ Index 
Librorum’’ may have something to do 
with the dilemma. 

Three hundred and fifty years ago the 
Index was established in Rome, and isa 
comunittee of priests who report to a 
body of cardinals chosen by the Pope. 
Its function is to examine all books 
which bear directly or indirectly on civil 
society, faith, morals or ecclesiastical 
A book may be prohibited 
absolutely, and when this has been done 


discipline. 


any one who reads or sells it becomes 
amenable to church discipline ; or, it is 
allowed to be read by priests who are 
considered above all danger of infection. 
Sometimes the judgment of the Index is 
suspended until the author has had an 
opportunity of altering or expunging 
the offending passages. 

The 
March 4, 1895, contained a history of 
the origin and design of this Index, 
with a reminder that at the time of its 
establishment it was an ecclesiastical 
doctrine that the earth did not move, 
cousequently many books fell under the 
Index’s condemnation. Works emin 
ent in scholarship and scientific discov- 
eries by such immortal authors as Gali- 
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leo, Copernicus, Sir Isaac Newton and 
Montesquieu were enrolled in the list 
prohibitorum, besides nearly all the more 
modern leaders in European literature— 
Balzac, Renan, Victor Hugo, both the 
Dumas’, Lamartine, George Sand and 
many others. 

Early in the present century more lib- 
eral views penetrated the Church and 
the Vatican, and the office of expurgator 
became a mere sinecure ; but it was re- 
vived again in full vigor by Pope Pius 
VII. on his return to Rome full of bit- 
terness toward liberalism after his cap- 
Under his order a complete list 
was published of all books hitherto un- 


tivity. 


der ban of the Index, and to this list an 
annual supplement has ever since been 
Leo XIII. has sustained the 
Index, which might well be named, 
‘“The Papal Guide to Knowledge,” 
with all the power of his office and all 
the influence of the Church. 

As Mgr. Satolli tells us that all the 
the Catholic 
adhere to 
not 


affixed. 


schools in 
the 
surprising 


teachers in 
Rome are urged to 
old methods, it is 
that books should have to be made ex- 
When 
the new system of education was estab- 
lished in Italy women had all education- 


al privileges extended to them equally 


pressly to meet the exigency. 


with men. 

In the annual report to the United 
States Bureau of Education for 18g1 oc- 
curs the following passage: ‘‘ The fact 
that women normal pupils amount to 
about 80 per cent. of the total, finds its 
explanation in the unequal treatment of 
the women under the old system of pub- 
lic education in Italy.’’ A little further 
on in the report we find ‘‘ that while 
the normal schools offer to many girl 
pupils the desired occasion to complete 
their elementary education, the import- 
ant and normal character of the school 
becomes lowered. Now, under more 
favorable circtimstances, the culture of 
Italian women is rapidly progressing 
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everywhere.”’ 

Very recently many distinguished, 
well educated women, well known in 
literature, by means of lectures and the 
press endeavored to secure the same 
treatment for females as for males in all 
the Italian schools. May their noble 
efforts be crowned with success. 

An appropriate quotation in this con- 
nection is from the report of Hon. W. 
T. Harris, United States Commissioner 
of Education : 

‘‘Hon. E. Villari, ex-minister of public 
instruction, in his analysisof the Italian 
system of public education before the 
Chamber of Deputies, May 1891, and in 
response to the general attack against 
classical education, closed the debate 
with the following sentence, character- 
istic of an Italian mind : 

‘* * Industrial schools are necessary for 
the toiler in order that he may be train- 
ed to the study of the material world, of 
which he is a part. But if the the peo- 
ple prefer to crowd the ‘ ginnasi,’ it is 
because they naturally follow the in- 
stincts and traditions of their country. 
Therefore, it is our duty to raise a gen- 
eration educated to live in the world of 
thought. The sciences, and mathemat- 
ics particularly, however useful they 
may be in subjugating natural forces to 
the use of man, educate only unilateral- 
ly. They do not prepare human intelli- 
gence for those problems, the objective- 
ness of which is thought, while litera- 
ture and words, holding all that a nation 
has felt and suffered, direct the pupil to- 
ward a world of thought, thus forming 
that intelligent class which has a high 
mission in modern times when the work- 
ing class is on the increase and tending 
to become one of the most potent forces 
of human society.’ 

‘“ Then, refusing to consider a plan for 
the general reform of the Italian educa- 
tional system, which he declared could 
only be done by slow and continuous 
movement, the minister proposed what 























he thought necessary and advisable to 
adopt in the transformation of technical 
instruction, namely, the division of ex- 
isting technical schools into three 
branches: First, a school of superior 
elementary instruction; second, a school 
for commerce and industry; third, a 
theoretical scientific school for those 
who wish to enter technical institutes. 
The first of such new schools to be ac- 
cessible both to men and women in or- 
der to give them an equal chance to 
complete their elementary instruction 
for the education of the family and the 
waits of ordinary life. The second, the 
industrial, he declared urgent, because 
the ‘ wealthiest and most powerful na- 
tion is the one that creates tlie most 
skilled laborer.’ The third, the theo- 
retical, to fully prepare for the applica- 
tions of science.’’ 

The unity of Italy, its consolidation 
as a government, giving it a real na- 
tionality and a name amongst the pow- 
ers of the earth for the first time in all 
history, imbued it with supreme au- 
thority to legislate for the welfare of all 
the temporal interests of its people ; and 
that its almost very first act of parlia- 
ment, approved by the king, was for the 
better education of the people, of all 
their children, regardless of worldly 
possessions, wealth, rank or creed, is 
surely a matter not to be ignored or 
lightly esteemed by pope, priest, poten- 
tate or the sovereign American people. 

Hideous Roman Superstition. 
DEAR FATHER O'CONNOR: 

I take the following from the Chris- 

tian Herald of June 19, 1895 : 
BAMBINO WORSHIP AT ROME. 

‘* At a recent meeting of the Wesleyan 
Missionary Society in England the Rev. 
Hugh Price Hughes related the follow- 
ing incident which he witnessed in Rome 
last autumn: In the Ara Coeli, the 
most important church of the Francis: 
can Order in Rome itself, on the Capi- 
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toline Hill, they have what they call a 
‘bambino,’ which is Latin for baby. 
A fat old priest brought out the damdino 
a podgy, hideous, wooden doll, cov- 
ered with jewelry. He presented it to 
a devout and aristocratic French lady 
and others, and they beslobbered it with 
kisses and bowed down incessantly as 
long as they saw it. Then he put it to 
bed and locked it up again. Later on, 
at Christmas, I saw that wooden idol 
taken, with the utmost possible cere- 
mony, and placed at the opposite end of 
the church, and then, with a great ec- 
clesiastical procession and much further 
ceremony, finally escorted back again to 
bed, about six o’clock in the evening. 
The ridiculous wooden doll is reverenc- 
ed and worshipped. It is taken about 
Rome /o day in a gaudy carriage, some- 





thing like the carriage in which our 
Lord Mayor goes in procession; and 
when anybody is ill this podgy wooden 
doll is taken around to cure the sick, 
and they believe it! That is Popery ! 
That is what the Pope wants you to ac- 
cept to-day! And this goes on under 
the eyes of the Pope, with his full sane- 
tion and authority, 7 Rome to-day /”’ 

And this from the New York [orld 
of June 26,1895 : 

POPE’S LOVE FOR AMERICA, 

‘RoE, June 25.—The Pope renew- 
ed his declaration of love and admiration 
for the American people, urging a clos- 
er union between the episcopacy and 
their flocks and enjoining upon Cardin- 
al Gibbons to remember that Catholicism 
must always take the lead in civilization 
and progress.’’ ‘The italics are mine. 

If you think these two extracts worthy 
of reproduction in your excellent maga- 
zine you may, by placing them in jux 
taposition, render an important service 
to the American people and the cause of 
truth. AMERICAN ULSTER Scor. 

Corona, N. Y., July 8, 1895. 

The Pope and Gibbons are laboring 
hard to throw dust in the eyes of the 
American people. 


HORRORS OF MONASTIC INSTITUTIONS. 


N the London Pall Mall Gazette of 
Sep. 17, 1894, the following Gcetails 
are given of the horrors that are perpe- 
trated in Roman Catholic Monastic In- 
stitutions. The account is headed in the 
Gazette as ‘‘ An Ecclesiastical Outrage ”’ 
—'‘‘ Three Sane Years in a Madhouse.”’ 
The Gazette states : 

‘* There has just been published, or is 
about to be published, at Hagen a pam- 
phlet telling the story of most extraor- 
dinary and wanton cruelty practised up- 
on a fellow-subject of our own. To 
such as houly anticipate the flames of 
Smithfield and the return of the Inquisi- 
tion, it will come as no surprise. Those 
who suppose that Germany is a well- 
governed country, and the Roman 
Church a peaceable and beneficent insti- 
tution, will have, if these allegations 
prove true, to make at least one excep- 
tion to their belief. What the effect of 
the revelations will be in Germany we 
do not know; they have not yet had 
time to filter through. But if the ‘ pi- 
ous brothers,’ as they quaintly style 
themselves, who perpetrated the extra- 
ordinary crime we are about to detail do 
not come to merited punishment, En- 
glishmen will have some solid reason at 
last for the boast that in matters of jus- 
tice they are not as other men are. How 
far it reflects on the highest dignitaries 
of the Roman Catholic Church in Scot- 
land we have at present no evidence.”’ 

The Pall Mall Gazette then goes on to 
relate as follows : 

HOW FATHER FORBES WENT ABROAD. 

‘“'This is the story: The Rev. Alex- 
ander Forbes, now about 49 years of 
age, held till about three and a half years 
ago an active preferment in the Catholic 
diocese of Aberdeen. At that date he 
got involved in differences with his 
bishop. These were purely of a profes- 
sional nature, and were sharpened by 
his great independence in official and 
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personal life, which is not generally ob- 
served under the strict discipl‘ne of this 
Church. The most careful inquiries re- 
garding Mr. Forbes’ personal character, 
his Christian life and his absolute hon- 
esty and respectability have resulted en- 
tirely in his favor. His ecclesiastical 
superiors, however, taking this friction 
into account, arrived at the opinion that 
Mr. Forbes was a difficult man to deal 
with. They proposed, therefore, that 
he should take a temporary vacation 
from his duties in some home of rest, 
and suggested that of the Franciscan 
Roman Catholic sisters at Bruges. 
Coming from such a quarter the sugges- 
tion was in the nature of a command, 
and to Bruges, in February 1891, Mr. 
Forbes went, glad to be rid of his com- 
plications. But more complications 
awaited him. The institution kept by 
the Franciscan sisters was reckoned by 
Mr. Forbes to be a convalescent home ; 
and so it was, only most of the convale- 
scents were idiots. He lost no time in 
introducing himself to Dr. H. Moulart, 
the principal doctor of the establishment. 
This gentleman—he has just lately ver- 
bally confirmed the story for the pur- 
poses of those who have taken the mat- 
ter up—subjected him to an examina- 
tion. As the result of this Mr. Forbes 
was immediately informed that he could 
not be received as an inmate, since the 
home was intended only for the mentally 
deranged, whereas he was of a perfectly 
sound mind. 
HOW MR. FORBES WENT TO MARIABERG. 
‘‘Thereupon Mr. Forbes, who was 
traveling alone, went on, upon the ad- 
vice of a Roman Catholic sister, and 
with the consent of his Roman Catholic 
bishop, to the large Alexidn Cloister 
conducted by lay brethren at Mariaberg 
and at Aix-la-Chapelle. What he saw 
and experienced there for more than 
three years is, at the end of this century, 
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almost incredible. Such of our readers 
as wish to go through the whole tale of 
the heartless brutalities practised on the 
inmates by the pious brethren in charge 
we refer to the pamphlet (published by 
Risel & Co.) of which the advance 
sheets have been put at our disposal. 

‘Mr. Forbes arrived at Mariaberg on 
February 18, 1891, and found immediate 
admission. His board was paid for by 
his superiors at Aberdeen [Roman Ca- 
tholic] ,and he attended, with the consent 
of the Roman Catholic archbishop of 
Cologne, to all the clerical duties of the 
asylum. For reading the daily masses 
he got an allowance of eighteenpence 
daily—at least as far as such has been 
accounted for. At the beginning every- 
thing went smoothly enough, and Fath 
er Forbes was allowed to move about 
quite freely inside as well as outside the 
place. But this did notlast long. The 
barbarous punishments inflicted upon 
the helpless wretches—nervous, epileptic 
and insane—which he had almost daily 
to witness grieved and disgusted him so 
much that, after vain protests, he at last 
threatened to bring the circumstances to 
the knowledge of the authorities. That 
moment saw the end of his liberty. 
Since then he himself has been most un- 
mercifully handled, beaten and cruelly 
maltreated for more than three vears. 

WHAT BEFELL AT MARIABERG. 

‘* It has now been clearly proved that 
Brother Leonard, the late rector of the 
asylum, had at the time, but behind the 
back and without the knowledge of Mr. 
Forbes, procured from the District Phy- 
sician and Private Sanitary Councillor, 
Dr. Kribben, a certificate showing him 
to bea lunatic. He was deprived of 
every freedom, assaulted and struck by 
four of the brethren at the same time, 
and this on many occasions. He was 
strapped and pinioned repeatedly, and 
even thrust into the dreadful cell or dun- 
geon reserved for isolated confinement. 
In this there was neither chair nor ta- 
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ble, nor, indeed, anything at all except 
a foul smelling closet. He was kept in 
this awful place night and day without 
any food whatever. Even a drink of 
water was withheld from him. Every 
communication with the outer world he 
was utterly deprived of; the letters re- 
ceived for him did not come into his 
hands, and those which he wished to 
send off were held back. Thus he was 
entirely at the mercy of these ‘ pious 
brethren.’ In spite of all he kept his 
memory awake by keeping a secret dia- 
ry. In his abject wretchedness the one 
consolation left him was that he was 
still allowed to sing mass and could daily 
pray for deliverance from his prison. 
And at last, after thirty-nine intolerable 
months, the hour of his release arrives.’’ 

The Pall Mall Gazette then describes 
Mr. Forbes’ release. It states : 

‘*A German Roman Catholic divine 
also had the misfortune of making the 
acquaintance of Mariaberg. Butthrough 
a ruse he contrived to escape and gavea 
description of the outrageous treatment 
of Father Forbes as he had often witnes- 
sed it. Some German Roman Catho- 
Ile gentlemen interested themselves in 
the case. Herr Mellage, an hotel keep- 
er of Iselohn, took energetic measures 
to secure the release of the unhappy 
man. After vain application to the 
clerical authorities he succeeded in en- 
listing the attention of the Procurator- 
Fiscal and the Chief of the Police of 
Aix-la-Chapelle. They directed a rad1- 
cal examination of his state of mind, and 
in the end, after every obstacle on the 
part of the pious brethren, Herr Mel- 
lage succeeded in bringing away the uu- 
fortunate man in triumph from his pris- 
on. An examination was immediately 
instituted by Dr. Kribben and another 
specialist of high repute, who, after 
long and most particular deliberations, 
decided that though Father Forbes was 
naturally much broken, physically and 
mertally there was not a single symp- 


ton discernible in his condition which 
fora moment could nake them doubt 
that he was in full possession of every 
mental faculty. Thereupon the police 
authorities ordered Mr. Forbes to be set 
at liberty, accepting his brave and per- 
severing cCeliverer, Herr Mellage, as 
bail for his residence in the country till 
the end of the criminal proceedings 
which have been taken. Mr. Forbes is 
living now with Herr Mellage at Ise- 
lohn, in Westphalia. He has been de- 
prived, since his deliverance, of his right 
to officiate ; but it is to be hoped that, 
after the termination of the pending in- 
quiry, the Roman Catholic bishop of 
Aberdeen will see his way to get Mr. 
Forbes reinstated. There are English 
Roman Catholic clergy who know Mr. 
Forbes personally and are favorably in- 
clined to think that the Roman Catho- 
lic bishop has been kept in the dark 
about the real facts of the case, and 
that when he knows them he wi.l do 
Mr. Forbes full justice. A judicial in- 
vestigation has been ordered into the 
circumstances of the affair. On the face 
of it there never was a case that needed 
investigation more. Should it prove ad- 
verse to the pious brethren we shall be 
interested to hear what explanation the 
German Government and the Roman 
Catholic Church have to give of cherish- 
ing So monstrous an institution as Mari- 
aberg uncontrolled in their midst.’’ 


Result of Legal Investigation. 

The legal investigation has now been 
completed, and instead of exonerating 
the monks, as anticipated by the Roman 
Catholic bishop of Aberdeen, has un- 
equivocably established the truth of the 
facts affirmed against them. The Lon- 
don A/orning Post of June 7, 1895, says: 

‘*‘A great sensation is being caused 
throughout Germany by the revelations 
made in a trial now proceeding at Aix- 
la-Chapelle, in which Herr Mellage is 
being prosecuted for libelling the monks 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 





of the monastery of Mariaberg, a kind 
of Roman Catholic lunatic asylum. 
Mellage had published a drochure in 
which he gave an account of the treat- 
ment in the monastery of an Inverness 
priest named Forbes, who had entered it 
some years ago as a patient, believing it 
to be a kind of sanitorium. Forbes was 
incarcerated for over three years in the 
monastery, and only escaped by Mel- 
lage’s help. The treatment of other pa- 
tients seems to have been even worse 
than that of Forbes. The lay brothers 
who administered the hospital were 
rough and illiterate persons, who inflict- 
ed cruel personal chastisement on the 
inmates and subjected them to danger- 
ous immersions, head first, in ice cold 
water. There wasalso a cell full of filth 
in which recalcitrant patients were con- 
fined. The food was inadequate and 
uneatable. To-day’s evidence was chief- 
ly that of specialists, Dr. Gerlach of 
Munster and Professor Finkelburg of 
3onn, who agreed that the institution 
had not been conducted in accordance 
with the terms of the law, that certifi- 
cates of the insanity of patients were in 
many cases irregular and unsatisfactory 
and that there had been no adequate 
medical control. Their opinion regard- 
ing Forbes himself was that he was suf- 
fering from excessive drinking and also- 
holic poisoning, but that neither the 
statements received from Scotland nor 
his present condition would have justifi- 
ed them in certifying him to be insane. 
Other witnesses formerly connected with 
Mariaberg reported cases in which the 
death of patients appeared to them to be 
directly traceable to personal violence 
suffered at the hands of the monks.”’ 

The Morning Post of June 8, 1895, 
further reports : 

‘‘’Phe revelations regarding the bar- 
barous treatment of the inmates of the 
monastery of Mariaberg now being made 
in the course of the trial for libel at Aix- 
\a-Chapelle, continue to excite public 








Empire. Professor Finkelburg, a spec- 
ialist, said today in the course of his 
evidence that he had come into court 
with sceptical feelings regarding the 
charges made against the monastery, 
but after what had been testified by the 
monks themselves he could not find an 
adequate form of words to express his 
condemnation of the state of affairs ex- 
isting in theinstitution. ‘The treatment 
of lunatics and alleged lunatics and the 
punishments inflicted upon them were 
such as he could not have believed to be 
possible in a modern State. The main 
blame rested on the State authorities, 
whose periodical inspections had been 
most superficial and inadequate. Grave 
blame was also attached to the doctors of 
the institution, although it might be said 
in excuse that they were too few in 
number to exercise any supervison. Dr. 
Besser and Dr. Gerlach, also specialists, 
agreed with this statement. Chains 
and other instruments of torture which 


had been applied to patients were pro- 


duced in court. The monks of the 
monastery were described as illiterate 
working men, who had not had any 
previous training to fit them for subor- 
dinate positions in an asylum or hospit- 
al, and yet these monks had the scle 
control of patients—educated and, in 
some cases, gifted persons—who were 
shut up in the monastery in a most ir- 
regular manner without proper doctors’ 
certificates. With regard to the Inver- 
ness priest Forbes, whose case gave rise 
to the whole scandal, both Professor 
Finkelburg and Dr. Gerlach described 
him as intelligent, educated and mental- 
ly and physically healthy, though Pro- 
fessor Finkelburg considered that he 
was addicted to intemperance. Dr. 
Gerlach, however, from personal obser- 
vation undertaken at the instance of the 
court, doubted the accuracy of the 
charge of intemperance. Both agreed 
that unless Forbes had been rescued by 





ment to which he was being subjected 
must have led to his becoming insane. 
Forbes himself had entered the monas- 
tery as a patient at the instance of Bishop 
Macdonald of Aberdeen, and made no 
attempt to escape, as he considered that 
his bishop had a right to determine his 
place of residence, though not to deprive 
him of his personal liberty. At the close 
of to-day’s proceedings a great crowd 
made a noisy demonstration before the 
court house, and had to be dispersed by 
mounted police.’’ 

The National Zeitung publishes a 
strong article on the yielding attitude of 
the German Government towards the 
Roman Catholic Church, and says it 
would never have tolerated in any pub- 
lic or private institution such a condit- 
ion of things as that at Mariaberg. Po- 
litical exigencies in the Reichstag have, 
it is added, prevented the government 
from doing its duty. The era of tolera- 
tion of such abuses must end, and in the 
present case a large number of prosecu- 
tions against offenders must be in- 
stituted.’’ 

The London 7imes, June 10, 1895, 
had the following report : 

‘* BERLIN, June 9.—Seldom has a trial 
aroused such widespread interest in 
Germany as that of Herr Mellage for li- 
belling the Roman Catholic private 
asylum at Mariaberg near Aix-la-Chap- 
elle, in which town the proceedings 
have been going on for the last week. 
It will perhaps be remembered that Herr 
Mellage, an innkeeper of Aix-la-Chap- 
elle, succeeded in rescuing Father For- 
bes, a Scottish clergyman, from his im- 
prisonment in a private asylum at Mar- 
iaberg, where he had been forcibly de- 
tained for three years on the ground 
that he was not sane. His experiences 
of the private asylum induced Herr Mel- 
lage to publish a pamphlet on the sub- 
ject, which contained the gravest charg- 
es against those responsible for the ad- 
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ministration of the institution. The 
later thereupon instituted legal proceed- 
ings against Herr Mellage, and the trial 
ended yesterday in his complete acquital, 
as he had succeeded in-proving that his 
accusations were substantially trve. In- 
deed during the latter part of the trial 
Herr Mellage cannot be said to have 
been accused, for so much had come to 
light against his prosecutors thay they 
were to all intents and purposes in the 
dock. 

‘‘Tt is unnecessary to go at length 
into the details of the trial. The tieat- 
ment to which the patients were subject- 
ed reminds one of the customs of the 
Middle Ages rather than those of the 
nineteenth century, and of the internal 
economy of private asylums so graphi- 
cally described in the novel entitled 
‘Valentine Vox.’ One instance of this 
will suffice. In many cases patients, 
after being stripped, were bound hand 
and foot and immersed downwards in a 
large receptacle full of ice-cold water. 
In this position they were kept until the 
bubbles showed that they were in dan- 
ger of suffocation. 
lowed 


They were then al- 
to come to the surface for a 
breathing space, after which the same 
treatment was repeated. One witness 
gave evidence to the effect that he had 
suffered this torture for half an hour, 
and the medical experts who were con- 
sulted at the trial confessed that they 
were unable to find a fitting expression 
to characterize such inhuman action. 
Other equally horrible methods prevail- 
ed in the asylum, and deaths were not 
of infrequent occurances in consequence 
of them. 

‘* Everything was done to intimidate 
the accusers, and Herr Lenzmann, the 
counsel engaged by Herr Mellage, was 
even threatened with the loss of his 
mandate for the Imperial Diet if he ac- 
cepted the brief. E 

‘“The disclosures at the trial have 
naturally created a great sensation, not 
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only in this country at large, but also in 
official circles, and at the instance of 
Prince Hohenlohe a thorough investi- 
gation into the facts of the case is to be 
undertaken by the government. It is, 
further, more than probable that these 
revelations will be made the subject of 
an interpellation in the Lower House of 
the Prussian Diet, which will resume its 
labors on Tuesday after the Whitsun- 
tide recess. 

‘« The entire press, without exception, 
publishes leading articles on this extra- 
ordinary trial, and condems the authori- 
ties of the asylum in the strongest 
terms. Even the [Roman] Catholic or- 
gans are honest enough to confess that 
this condemnation is deserved, though 
they naturally attempt to tone down the 
offences of the [Roman] Catholic au- 
thorities, which form only too welcome 
a handle for those who wish to see the 
[Roman] Catholic still more under the 
control of the State. 

‘* Perhaps the most remarkable thing 
is how such a state of affairs in the asy- 
lum could have escaped the notice of the 
State authorities, who are bound to in- 
spect such institutions at least once a 
year. It appears from the evidence that 
the asylum was almost in every case 
given timely warning of the approaching 
visit of the State inspector, and took its 
measures accordingly. It is scarcely 
possible to believe that in one instance 
in which the authorities were not fore- 
warned the inspecting medical officer 
took objection to nothing except the 
narrowness of the entrance corridor.’’ 

The Pall Mall Gazette of June 15, 
1895, publishes the following statements 
‘“ by one who watched the trial ’’ : 

‘‘The libel action brought by the 
brothers of the Alexian Monastery, 
Mariaberg, a Roman Catholic private 
lunatic asylum, ended last week at the 
court house of Aix-la-Chapelle before 
the president of the court and a bench 
of experts, in the discharge of Herr 
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Mellage, the author of a pamphlet in 
which severe strictures were passed up- 
on the management and two others who 
had been prosecuted with him. Your 
readers will remember the action 
Herr Mellage took in securing the liber- 
ty of the Rev. Alexander Forbes, a 
Scottish Roman Catholic priest who, as 
the defence suggests, was to be kept in 
life long imprisonment in this lunatic 
asylum on account of his advanced Radi- 
cal opinions and other matters distaste- 
ful to his superior, Bishop Macdonald of 
Aberdeen. 

‘‘'The proceedings, which created an 
extraordinary amount of interest all over 
Germany, were watched by an army of 
newspaper corresponderts hailing from 
all parts of the German Empire, and the 
evidence adduced certainly justified the 
eager curiosity of a sensation-loving 
crowd. It was clearly proved that pat- 
ients had been most unmercifully treat- 
ed—some of them were beaten about the 
body, others manacled without reason, 
others again were immersed in a cold 
bath until they were in a state of suffo- 
cation ; indeed, the cruelties perpetrated 
in this Christian den of mercy were 
stigmatized by one of the leading ex- 
perts as ‘incredible.’ 

‘“The Rev. Mr. Forbes, who had 
been at first admitted a voluntary pat- 
ient, was at that time permitted to leave 
the asylum during certain hours. On 
one occasion, so the brothers said, he 
came home in a state of inebriety, and 
as he was somewhat boisterous the 
strait-waistcoat was applied, and he was 
not allowed to leave the cloister for a 
term of three years and three months, 
all efforts to obtain his liberty being un- 
successful. The defence succeeded in 
proving that although the Alexian 
brothers described Mr. Forbes as a con: 
firmed drunkard, this was not the case, 
he being, so far as could be ascertained, 
during the last twelve months a most 
moderate consumer of wines and spirits. 


Upon this point the cross-examination 
and examination of Dr. Kribben yielded 
some very valuable information on the 
lax manner in which lunacy certificates 
were issued at Mariaberg.’’ It being 
admitted by Dr. Kribben that he had 
certified the insanity of Mr. Forbes up- 
on the testimony of the Alexian broth- 
ers, and upon this point the correspond- 
ent of the Pall Mall Gazette remarks : 

‘* After the admission Counsel Lenz- 
mann observed: I request the court to 
note that Dr. Kribben, simply upon the 
hearsay evidence of the Alexian broth- 
ers, certified Father Forbes to be of un- 
sound mind. 

‘‘Herr Mellage having said that 
Cloister Mariaberg was a coercive isti- 
tution for priests who had differences 
with their superiors, Frederick Rheins- 
dorf, another Roman Catholic priest, 
gave the following evidence for the de- 
fence, although he had been summoned 
by the prosecution: ‘ I was ordered by 
my bishop to enter the cloister of Maria- 
berg as a paying patient at a time when 
my digestion had severely suffered under 
the influence of a malarial fever con- 
tracted in America. I was warned by 
several priests from entering the institu- 
tion, but a letter of my cardinal reassur 
ed me, and I went. I at once found 
that I had entered a lunatic asylum. I 
was not allowed to go out alone, I was 
badly fed and all my complaints were 
not heeded.’ In reply to this the second 
physician of the asylum, Dr. Chan- 
traine, deposed that Father Rheinsdorf’s 
indigestion had been caused by exces- 
sive alcholism, but in cross examination 
he admitted that he could not say so 
from his own knowledge, but had heard 
it from the brothers. Rheinsdorf, re- 
called, said: ‘I had asked the doctors 
several times whether I could go out, as 
I was a voluntary patient but they told 
me the episcopal authorities would not 
allow it, and hence I would have to 
stop.’ 
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‘“The Rev. Alexander. Forbes said: 

**My Christian name is Alexander. I 
am a Roman Catholic priest and fifty- 
three years of age. I went to Mariaberg 
in the belief that the place wasa Roman 
Catholic sanitorium. At first I was al- 
lowed to move freely about, but after- 
wards a brother accompanied me. Sim- 
ply to prove the principle I asked the 
brothers whether I wasa freeman. The 
brothers told me No. One evening I 
came home somewhat late. I had drunk 
a glass of beer and a cognac, but I was 
certainly not drunk. On entering the 
door-keeper touched and assaulted me ; 
four brothers came up, bound me with 
ropes and threw me in‘a cell. I com- 
plained next morning to the doctors. I 
then wrote a letter tomy mother, who is 
a Protestant, but Brother Overbeck, 
hearing she was not a Roman Catholic, 
forbade me to write to her. I remon- 
strated, and he struck me. Soon after 
that there appeared at Mariaberg an 
emissary of Bishop Macdonald of Scot- 
land, who told the brothers I was a 
common danger to the public. I know 
this, as the emissary told meso. There 
has never been any mental disease in 
the family.’ 

‘* Forbes was now asked how he rec- 
onciled this with Bishop Macdonald’s 
report that his father was eccentric, his 
mother a confirmed lunatic, a sister and 
two brothers nearly insane. The wit- 
ness could not explain this, but the de- 
fence produced several affidavits proving 
that the bishop's report was false. 

‘* The examination of Brother Hein- 
rich, who had been specially singled 
out by the defence for the ferocity of his 
conduct in treating the patients, yielded 
several interesting particulars. He ad- 
mitted that he ordered the douche to be 
applied to several epileptics, and also that 
the other patients had been maltreated 
in his presence. 

‘* Joseph Nelessen, the next witness, 
depicted in a graphic manner the cruel 


behavior of some of the brothers to the 
patients. He mentioned that during 
the eleven months he was in the institu- 
tion he never saw any physician. Once 
a brother knocked a patient down; at 
another time a patient who could not 
walk quick enough was dragged by two 
of the brothers a considerable distance 
on the floor and badly beaten. At an- 
other time he noticed a brother hit a 
patient with a bunch of keys, inflicting 
a serious wound. When it was known 
—and it generally was known—that a 
government inspection would take place 
all the patients were cleansed and wash- 
ed and better treated. A patient named 
Speier happened to displease Brother 
Rochus, who at once took his bunch of 
keys and hit him sothat he was stream- 
ing with blood. One of the warders in- 
tended taking him to bed when Rochus 
observed, ‘I shall throw the fellow 
downstairs, and put another hole in his 
head.’ This patient died on the follow- 
ing day (great sensation in court). The 
doctors certified the cause of death to be 
apoplexy. 

‘‘ Very important testimony was giv- 
en by a banker named Kleinschmidt. 
His wife, who wished him out of the 
way, as she held immoral relations with 
an officer of the police, prompted the 
latter to obtain a lunacy warrant against 
him, whereupon he was incarcerated in 
Mariaberg, although he was perfectly 
sane. In reference to this statement 
Dr. Capellmann was called and explain- 
ed he haé ordered the detention as the 
man’s wife declared him to be insane. 

‘* Another letter of Bishop Macdon- 
ald was then read, from which it ap- 
peared that although he had formerly 
written that Forbes came of an insane 
family he could not obtain any written 
or legal proof of the fact. (Great sen- 
sation.) A long string of witnesses on 
both sides having more or less corrobor- 
ated the evidence adduced, the opinion 
of the experts was called for. Dr. 





Kribben, who had given the cer*ificate 
in the case of Forbes, surprised the court 
by the statement that Fcrbes had not 
recognized him after a term of three 
years and a quarter, and this was a cer- 
tain sign of insanity. (Homeric laugh- 
ter in court.) Another sign of the 
man's insanity was that he about twenty 
years ago knocked an officer down in a 
restaurant who had used the forcible but 
not exactly choice expression, ‘ To hell 
with the Pope and the Roman Catholic 
Church!’ (Laughter. ) 

‘* Professor Dr. Finkelburg said it 
was his opinion that Forbes’ mind must 
have very much suffered under the 
treatment; in fact he was greatly sur- 
prised the reverend gentleman had not 
become mad. If Mellage, to whom 
Forbes was greatly indebted, had not 
rescued him this danger could not have 
been averted. Forbes had told him that 
although he might have escaped several 
times he did not do so, as he was there 
by order of the bishop. All the physic- 
ians seemed to deny their responsibility 
respecting Forbes. It was monstrous 
that the brothers, whose training did 
not fit them for any medical work, usur- 
ped functions which should have been 
exercised by none but medical men. 

‘* Professor Dr. Kipping was of opin- 
ion that no inherited mania could be 
traced in Mr. Forbes, and this was more 
than proved by Bishop Macdonald's own 
admission ‘that in spite of every effort 
he could not obtain official proof that 
insanity existed in the family.’ If Dr. 
Kribben thought Forbes was a subject 
for observation in an asylum he ought 
to have watched him himself and not 
left 1t to the brothers, who had no train- 
ing of any kind. 

‘*Dr. Leopold Besser, the last of the 
experts, emphatically denied that Forbes 
wasa drunkard. He had thought it 
his duty to meet Forbes at restaurants, 
and he saw him sitting opposite a bottle 
of wine for ene‘hour and thirty minutes, 
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a time in which he only touched half a 
glass. 

‘* This practically finished the case, as 
after hearing counsel for and against the 
conviction of the three accused the court 
declared the accusations in Mellage’s 
pamphlet to be proved, and ordered the 
discharge of the defendants.’’ 

The Protestant Alliance has the Ger- 
man papers giving full reports of the 
trial and which corroborate the evidence 
given as above in every particular. 


Inspection of Monasteries. 
[Protestant Alliance Monthly Letter.] 

Here isa case that affords startling evi- 
dence, conclusively proved, of the exist- 
ence and perpetration of monstrous cru- 
elties in monastic institutions in Ger- 
many. These institutions are by the 
laws of Germany subject to inspection, 
but the laws have been ignored, or sys- 
tematically evaded, in order to satisfy 
‘* political exigencies.” 

Have we not a warning here. In 
Great Britain monastic and conventual 
institutions are virtually free from gov- 
ernment inspection. It will be urged 
that there is no place in these kingdoms 
where a writ of habeas corpus does not 
run, and that no individual can be de 
tained in any place within the united 
kingdoms against his or her will. But 
how is this to be ascertained? No writ 
of habeas corpus can be issued except 
upon the affidavit of some relative or 
friend, that their relation, or other in- 
carcerated person, is detained against his 
or her will. Admission to monastic and 
conventual institutions is absolutely de- 
nied ; and how then is any creature to 
know whether his or her relative or 
friend is detained in a virtual prison 
against their will ? 

The state of conventual institutions in 
this country is an anomaly. English- 
men and Englishwomen guilty of no 
criminal offence are immured in bui'd- 
ings provided with bolts, bars, high 








walls and every precaution of a goal in 
order to maintain their safe custody. 
All this is contrary to the principles of 
the constitution, and is a condition that 
requires the active interference of the 
law and demands that protection should 
be given such as has been afforded to 
lunatics in asylums, to women and chil- 
dren in our factories, and even to felons 
in our gaols. 

THE LAWS OF THE CHURCH OF ROME 
UPON THE IMPRISONMENT OF 
NUNS ARE EXPLICIT. 

The Decrees of the Council of Trent 
state as follows: ‘‘ The Holy Synod 
enjoins on all bishops, that in all mon- 
asteries subject to them, they take es- 
pecial care that the shutting up (claus- 
uram) of nuns, where it has been vio- 
lated, should be diligently restored; and 
where it is inviolate, that it should be 
carefully preserved ;’’ andadds: ‘‘ Let 
no professed nun come out of her mon- 
astery under any pretence whatever, not 
even fora moment. And it shall not be 
lawful for anyone of what birth or con- 
dition, sex or age, soever, to enter with- 
in the enclosures of a convent without 
the permission of the bishop, or of the 
superior, obtained in writing, under 
pain of excommunication, to be by the 
very fact incurred.’’ (Concil. Trident. 
Sess. xxv. cap. v. Fol. Rome, 1564 ) 

The Council further decrees: ‘‘ If 
any of the regulars pretend that fear or 
force compelled them to enter the clois- 
ter, or that the profession took place be- 
fore the appointed age, let them not be 
heard, except within five years of their 
profession, and then they shall not bring 
the case before any except their own su- 
perior and the ordinary ; but if they put 
off the frock of their own accord no al- 
legation should be heard, but being com- 
pelled to return to their convents they 
must be punished as apostates.’’ (Con- 
cil. Trident. Sess. xxv. cap. xix. Fol. 
Rome, 1565.) 

The punishment of apostates, as sum- 
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marized from Ferraris, consists of: (1) 
Ecclesiastical censures, such as penance, 
refusal of absolution and sacraments, ex- 
communication, etc; (2) Other punish- 
ments of other kinds, whether imprison- 
ment, tortures, as the tortures of the 
Inquisition, or death in the most hide- 
ousforms. (Ferraris, Biblioth, Prompt., 
Apostasia, sec. 49-56 ; Idem Moniales, 
Art. iii., sec. 1-11; Francof. Edit. 1781. 
See also Venice Edit. 1782, Vol. I., pp. 
191, 192; and Addenda, Vol. V., pp. 
169, 170, Art. iii., Mendham Library. 
Law Institute ) 


In the Pall Mall Gazette of June 25 
the following letter appears : 


‘* Srr:—It has been a painful surprise 
to me as a Catholic medical man, and I 
doubt not equally disappointing to many 
of your readers, to and Bishop Macdon- 
ald exceedingly anxious to defend him- 
self against a few insignificant misrepre- 
sentations of his own conduct in the 
Mariaberg case, while no solitary word 
of indignation at poor Father Forbes’ 
wrongs nor a note of sympathy with his 
sufferings is to be detected in his long 
letter published in your columns. Here 
is a Christian bishop, one of whose cler- 
gy has suffered what the British Medical 





Journal in its calm, scientific and judic- 


ial language calls ‘terrible abuses,’ ‘hor- 
rors’ and ‘atrocities,’ ‘some of which can 
be compared only to medizval tortures,’ 
and all the right reverend prelate can 
find it in his heart to say to you is tu ex- 
press a wish that he had ‘acwure to offer 
certain newspaper correspondents for 
mis-stating and distorting facts,’ and to 
announce that ‘Father Forbes must con- 
tinue to pose as suffering.’ The horrors 
brought to light in the trial were such 
that, in the words of Professor Finkel- 
burg, ‘ Words can hardly be found to 
qualify such a state of things.’ I had 
expected, sir, that Bishop Macdonald 
would have hastened to express to you 
his deep regret that he did not hail Herr 
Mellage’s exposure of the Mariaberg in- 
ferno with gratitude and accept your aid 
last year in letting daylight into its 
gloomy and cruel recesses. This scan- 


dal ought to affect a Catholic bishop at 
least as painful as it affects yours faith- 
A CATHOLIC PHYSICIAN.”’ 


fully, 








